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WELCOME TO THE  
78th ANNUAL RMMLA  

CONVENTION

On behalf  of  the entire RMMLA Executive Board, welcome to the 78th 
Annual RMMLA convention in Spokane, Washington!

Joy Landeira
RMMLA Executive Director

RMMLA EXECUTIVE BOARD 

President: Gloria E. Poveda, California Northstate University
Vice President: Guadalupe Pérez-Anzaldo, University of  Missouri, Columbia
Past President: Amalia Garzón, Northern Arizona University
Delegate: Cassandra Stephens-Johnson, Middle Tennessee State University
Delegate: Bénédicte Sohier, University of  Wyoming
Delegate: Jill Dahlman, California Northstate University
Graduate Student Delegate: Shelli Rottschafer, Western Colorado University
Graduate Student Delegate:  Himanshi Arora, University of  New Mexico
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SERVICE ON THE RMMLA
EXECUTIVE BOARD

In Fall 2025, we will be seeking 
nominations for a new:
•	 Vice President in 2026 (who will 

serve as President in 2027 and 
Past President in 2028). This person 
must be from an English- or Technical 
and Professional Writing-related field. 

•	 Delegate at Large (3-year term, 
2026-2028). This person must be from 
a field other than English or Technical 
and Professional Writing.

•	 Graduate Student Delegate (2-
year term, 2026-2027). This person 
must be from a field other than English 
or Technical and Professional Writing.

Service on the Executive Board entails 
attendance at two meetings per year, 
one online in the spring and the other 
at the fall convention. Candidates 
must have a personal or institutional 
commitment  of  funding for travel to 
the board meetings. Board members 
receive a $500 stipend for in-person 
meetings and convention lodging 
and complimentary Convention 
Registration from RMMLA to help 
defray the cost of  travel.

Members of  the Executive Board 
consider and vote on such issues as 
new Special Topic Session proposals, 
changes in procedures, selection 
of  recipients of  RMMLA awards, 
convention sites, membership services, 
the annual calendar and budget, fund-
raising ideas, dues schedule, etc.

In the fall, the Executive Board 
gathers all nominations and prepares 
a slate of  candidates based on 
geographical and area of  study 
factors. The slate of  candidates is 
then presented to the membership 
on the website. Members have until 
December 31 to vote on the RMMLA 
website. Ballots are counted on 
January 1 and election results are 
announced soon thereafter.

The deadline for nominations is 
November 1. For information on 
serving on the RMMLA Executive 
Board, please contact the Executive 
Director, Joy Landeira, at the 
Registration Desk or visit www.
rmmla.org. Questions may also be 
emailed to jlandeir@uwyo.edu.

ELECTION DEADLINES:

November 1, 2025: Deadline for 
Nominations

December 31, 2025: Deadline  for 
Completion of  Voting

January 1, 2026: Votes are Counted 
and Confirmed

January 2026: Elected Board Begins 
Service



ROCKY MOUNTAIN MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION

5

CONSTITUTION
OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN MODERN 

LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION
Article I – Name and Purpose

Section A. Name
This non-profit organization shall be 
known as the Rocky Mountain Modern 
Language Association, hereafter referred 
to as the “Association.”
Section B. Purpose
The purpose of  the Association will be to 
promote study, critical inquiry, teaching, 
and research in the fields of  languages, 
literatures, and the humanities by holding 
annual meetings for the presentation and 
discussion of  papers about language, 
literature, and related humanities fields, by 
holding sessions for the discussion of  issues 
in teaching as a profession, by collaborating 
with other academic and cultural societies 
in the organization of  literary and cultural 
events, by regularly publishing a scholarly 
review, and by promoting other similar 
activities as convenient and desirable.
Section C. Statement of Nondiscrimination
The Rocky Mountain Modern Language 
Association does not discriminate on the 
basis of  national, ethnic, or racial origin, 
gender, sexual orientation, age, disability, or 
marital status. The Association supports the 
academic and personal freedoms of  each of  
its members. It believes that any form of  
discrimination, harassment, or abridgment 
of  human rights is a threat not only to 
those individuals who are subjected to said 
discrimination, harassment, or abridgment 
of  human rights, but constitutes an assault 
on the concept of  freedom that is embodied 
in the Constitution of  the United States.

Article II – Membership and Governance

Section A. Membership
1. Teachers, students, and scholars of  

languages, literatures, and other 
humanities-related fields, as well as 
those with similar interests (i.e. both 
those with academic affiliations and 
independent scholars) who support 
the mission of  the Association may 
become voting members of  the 
Association by payment of  the dues 
as established by the Executive Board 
and may be continued as members by 
payment of  annual dues.

2. Membership in the Association is 
considered by calendar year (January 
through December).

3. Libraries, departments, and other 
institutional units may join the 
Association as non-voting subscribing 
or sustaining members by payment 
of  the dues as established by the 
Executive Board and may be continued 
as members by annual payment of  such 
dues.

4. Other associations whose interests parallel 
those of  the Association may petition 
to become non-voting conjoint or 
affiliated members of  the Association. 
Members of  these conjoint or affiliated 
organizations must become members 
of  the Association and pay convention 
registration fees in order to participate in 
the Association’s annual meeting.

Section B. Officers
1. The officers of  the Association shall 

be a President, a Vice President, and a 
Past President. Each officer serves for 
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a term of  one year in each of  the three 
positions, with a pattern of  succession 
as follows: as elected Vice President in 
the first year, as President in the second 
year, and as Past President in the third 
year. The election of  the Vice President 
takes place by mail or electronic ballot 
after the annual meeting. In alternate 
years, the newly elected officer shall 
be an individual whose primary 
professional activities are in English/
Technical Writing or Foreign Language/
General Studies.

2. The Executive Director/Treasurer shall 
be appointed by the Executive Board 
for a three-year term, renewable at the 
discretion of  the Executive Board.

3. The term of  each officer begins on the 
day after election results are finalized, 
usually on January 1. The term of  any 
appointed officers begins on a date 
determined by the Executive Board.

Section C. Executive Board
1. There shall be an Executive Board 

consisting of  eight voting members: 
the President, the Past President, 
the Vice President, three Delegates-
at-Large, and two Graduate Student 
Delegates, all of  whom are elected 
by members of  the Association by 
mail or electronic ballot after the 
annual meeting. All current members 
of  RMMLA are eligible to run for 
election on the Executive Board, either 
as an officer or as a delegate. A Board 
member will be eligible for nomination 
and election to office for a new term 
after a hiatus of  one year. 

2. The three Delegates-at-Large shall 
serve for three years, with one member 
to be elected each year, so that terms 
are staggered, rather than concurrent. 
In alternate years, the newly elected 
delegate shall be an individual whose 
primary professional activities are in 

English/Technical Writing or Foreign 
Language/General Studies. 

3. The two Graduate Student Delegates 
shall be elected one every year for a 
staggered rather than concurrent set 
of  two-year terms. In alternate terms, 
the newly elected delegate shall be an 
individual from English/Technical 
Writing or Foreign Language/General 
Studies. 

4. The Executive Board also consists of  at 
least two or more ex officio, non-voting 
members who are appointed to the 
Board by the officers and the delegates: 
the Executive Director, who also acts 
as Treasurer, and the Editor(s) of  the 
Rocky Mountain Review and the Rocky 
Mountain E-Review. The Executive 
Board may appoint other ex officio 
members as it sees fit.

Section D. Fiscal Year
The fiscal year shall begin on January 1.
Section E. Annual Meetings
The Association shall hold an annual 
business meeting and a scholarly 
convention at such place and time as 
the Executive Board shall determine. 
The business meeting and convention 
may be canceled for emergency reasons 
by vote of  the Executive Board. If  an 
annual business meeting or convention 
is canceled, the elected officers and the 
members of  the Executive Board shall 
endeavor to meet via some means in order 
to conduct the necessary business of  the 
Association. Election of  new officers is 
held in late fall whether or not the annual 
meeting is held (see Section C. 1. above).
Section F. Dissolution
1. The Association shall be dissolved 

upon the affirmative vote, by mail or 
electronic ballot, of  at least two-thirds 
of  the membership in good standing 
at the time of  the vote, but only after 
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the matter has been moved, discussed 
and decided by the Executive Board, 
as well as at the Association’s Business 
Meeting held at two consecutive 
annual conventions.

2. In the event of  the dissolution of  the 
Association (see Section F.1. above), 
all funds remaining after payment 
of  accounts due shall be given to the 
Modern Language Association of  
America or to another such non-profit 
professional organization as shall at the 
time qualify as an exempt organization 
or organizations under Section 501(c)
(3) of  the Internal Revenue Code of  
1954 (or the corresponding provision 
of  any future United States Internal 
Revenue Law), as the Executive Board 
shall designate. Any assets not so 
disposed of  shall be disposed of  by 
the proper Court of  the state where 
the principal office of  the Association 
is then located, as said Court shall 
determine.

Section G. Miscellaneous
Notwithstanding any other provisions 
contained herein, the following shall apply:
1. No part of  the net earnings of  the 

Association shall inure to the benefit 
of  or be distributable to any member 
or officer of  the Association, or 
other private persons, except that 
the Association shall be authorized 
and empowered to pay reasonable 
compensation for service rendered and 
to make payments and distributions in 
furtherance of  the purposes set forth 
exclusively in Section 501(c)(3) of  the 
Internal Revenue Code of  1954, as 
further limited by this Constitution.

2. The Association shall take no part in 
any political campaign on behalf  of  
any candidate for public office.

3. The activities of  the Association shall 
be restricted to those permissible (a) by 

an organization exempt from Federal 
income tax under section 501(c)(3) of  
the Internal Revenue Code of  1954 (or 
corresponding provision of  any future 
United States Internal Revenue Law) 
or (b) by an organization, contributions 
to which are deductible under Section 
170(c)(2) of  the Internal Revenue 
Code of  1954 (or the corresponding 
provision of  any future United States 
Internal Revenue Law).

Section H. Amendments
1. Amendments to this constitution shall be 

made upon the affirmative vote of  two-
thirds of  those members responding to 
a mail or electronic ballot.

2. Before presentation to the Association, 
all amendments to this constitution 
must be submitted in writing for the 
consideration of  the Executive Board, 
which in turn has the responsibility 
of  submitting the amendment to the 
membership at least two months before 
the next annual meeting (by a means 
approved by the Board), so that a vote 
on the amendment can take place at 
this meeting. If  the Executive Board 
disagrees, however, with the proposed 
amendment, the member proposing the 
amendment may bring the amendment 
forward at the next annual meeting, 
provided that (a) that the membership 
receives the text of  the amendment 
at least two months before the annual 
meeting, and (b) the Executive Board 
be allowed to accompany the text of  
the amendment with such comments 
as the Board deems appropriate or 
necessary. The Executive Director 
shall offer to post the text of  the 
proposed amendment, together with 
comments of  the Executive Board, on 
the Association’s web site, but is not 
obliged to mail such text to the general 
membership.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 
RMMLA CONVENTION

Submitted by Charles Davis, RMMLA Executive Director 1984-1997

The Rocky Mountain Modern 
Language Association is one of  the 
smallest of  six regional Modern Language 
Associations, although it serves the 
largest geographical area. The size of  
the territory made traveling to national 
meetings difficult and expensive, leading 
to the founding of  the RMMLA in 1947. 
The proposal for the formation of  the 
organization outlined what later became 
adopted as the statement of  purpose: to 
stimulate consideration, evaluation, and 
cultivation of  languages and literatures 
by holding annual meetings for the 
presentation of  papers about language 
and literature, by holding sessions for the 
discussion of  problems in teaching as a 
profession, by cooperation with other 
academic and cultural societies in order 
to enrich and strengthen the cultural 
life in the Rocky Mountain states, by 
regular publication of  a bulletin, and 
by other similar activities as convenient 
and desirable. The organizers were T.M. 
Pearce, R.M. Duncan, J.M. Kerchville, 
W.W. P. Albrecht, W.D. Jacobs, A. Lopes, 
and Katherine Simons, primarily from 
the University of  New Mexico. T.M. 

Pearce later wrote to Ingeborg Carlson, 
Arizona State University (Executive 
Director of  RMMLA 1978-1984).

Since a good many faculty members 
had belonged to the Modern Language 
Association before coming to the Rocky 
Mountain states and had attended post-
Christmas meetings, usually held on the 
east coast or in the mid-west, there was a 
general feeling that the Rocky Mountain 
area could profit from a regional 
association. For this reason I consulted 
with Professor J.M. Kerchville, Modern 
Languages Department, University of  
New Mexico, and with other members 
of  that institution about forming such an 
organization. Through correspondence 
and planning we prepared for the first 
meeting of  the Rocky Mountain Modern 
Language Association, to be held in 
Albuquerque on Friday and November 
28 and 29, 1947, upon the invitation 
of  the University of  New Mexico. 
The Association held its first General 
Meeting in the Ballroom of  the Hilton 
Hotel on Friday at 4pm. The Chairman 
was Levette Davidson of  the University 
of  Denver.
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RMMLA ANNUAL  
CONVENTION GUIDELINES

& PROCEDURES
GENERAL GUIDELINES

Membership

•	 RMMLA is an organization for its 
members.

•	 Membership in RMMLA is for the 
calendar year.

•	 Everyone whose name appears in 
the convention program—session 
chairs, presenters, discussants and 
respondents—must pay applicable 
membership dues and convention 
registration fee (even those from any of 
the local host institutions).

•	 All Session Chairs at the convention 
must be current in their membership 
dues by November 1 to be listed in 
the Call for Papers for the following 
year’s convention.

•	 All presenters must  be current in their 
dues by April 1 of the convention year 
to be listed in the program. If dues 
are not paid by this date, that person’s 
name will not be able to be listed 
in the program. If dues are made 
current, and a slot remains in the 
session, however, that member’s name 
will be reinstated in the program.

•	 Dues and Convention Registration 
must  be paid by mail using a check 
or online using VISA/MC.

•	 Interested faculty, students, or 
others who are not presenting at or 
participating in the convention may 
attend the convention without paying 
membership dues.

Convention Registration for 
Chairs, Presenters and Discussants

•	 All convention participants (session 
chairs, presenters, discussants, and 
respondents) must pay the applicable 
convention registration fee (even 
those from any of the local host 
institutions). Payment of this fee 
gives the participant access to all 
regular and special topic sessions.

•	 The early discounted convention 
registration fee (deadline in the 
RMMLA Calendar; postmark or 
transaction date deadline) includes 
a program, admission to all sessions 
and non-fee special activities, AND a 
ticket to the banquet.

•	 The regular registration fee (deadline 
in the RMMLA Calendar; post-mark 
or transaction date deadline) includes 
a program, admission to all sessions 
and non-fee special activities, AND a 
ticket to the banquet/keynote address.

•	 The late registration fee includes a 
program and admission to all sessions 
and non-fee activities, but it does not 
include a banquet ticket.

•	 No refunds or reductions are given if 
one cannot attend the banquet due to 
a scheduling conflict or other situation.

•	 Each registrant receives a convention 
badge, which must be worn while 
attending convention sessions and 
events. The facilities and services of 
the convention are available only to 
registered attendees.
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•	 Special workshops may require an 
additional fee. Any such fee will be 
clearly labeled on all registration 
materials.

•	 The Executive Board reserves the right 
to deny future participation in the 
convention to any chair or presenter 
who does not pay the registration fee 
or who does not follow guidelines and 
procedures.

•	 Requests for refunds of convention 
registration fees must be made in 
writing to the Secretariat and must be 
postmarked no later than September 
1. A $25 service fee is deducted from 
all refunds. No refunds are given after 
this date. 

•	 Each year, the Executive Board 
authorizes a limited number of dues 
and/or convention fee waivers for 
special guest speakers/respondents/
discussants in a regular or special 
topic session. Those who are eligible 
to receive such funds include 
distinguished persons in fields 
represented by the RMMLA, creative 
writers who do not have academic 
positions, scholars who reside outside 
the United States and Canada, and 
RMMLA honorary members and 
fellows. Such speakers would only be 
required to purchase a banquet ticket 
if they wish to attend this function. 
Session chairs who wish to invite 
such a guest speaker should contact 
the Executive Director no later than 
March 1, specifying the speaker’s 
discipline or profession, as well as a 
statement explaining how the speaker 
would enrich the program. Please 
note that waived non-members may 
not organize or chair a session.

•	 Convention Registration for NON-
Presenters •Administrators, faculty, 

and students from the Local Host 
institution(s) and the local host 
community who are NOT chairing 
or presenting at the convention may 
attend sessions and non-fee activities 
without paying the convention 
registration fee or membership dues. 
They will receive a free program and 
a convention badge at the registration 
table upon presentation of a school ID 
or a RMMLA Free Pass. Tickets for 
receptions and other meal functions 
may be available for purchase at 
the registration table (subject to 
availability).

•	 Administrators, faculty and students 
from institutions other than the host 
institution(s) who are NOT chairing 
or presenting at the convention 
may choose to pay either the full 
convention registration fee with all 
privileges (see above) or a weekend 
registration fee of $25 (payable at 
the registration table). The weekend 
rate includes ONLY a program 
and admission to sessions and non-
fee activities for that day, no meal 
functions. Tickets for receptions and 
other meal functions may be available 
for purchase at the registration table.

•	 Family members who wish to attend 
only the session in which their 
relative is presenting may attend that 
particular session free of charge, but 
are asked to come to the registration 
desk to get a badge.

LOCAL HOST(S) TO  
RMMLA CONVENTION
•	 Each year, local host institutions are 

sought to serve as the host institution(s) 
for the Association’s annual business 
meeting and scholarly convention. 
Service as a local host institution is a 
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concrete symbol of that institution’s 
support of the mission and activities 
of the Association, and is necessary if 
the Association is to continue serving 
its members by organizing such a 
professional gathering.

•	 Invitations from institutions that wish 
to host the annual convention may be 
received by any member of the Executive 
Board and are acted upon by the 
Program Committee, in consultation 
with the full Executive Board.

•	 Information on the types of assistance 
(logistical and financial) given by 
the local host institution to the 
Association is available from the 
Executive Director upon request. 

TYPES OF CONVENTION 
SESSIONS

Types of Sessions

•	 Sessions at the convention are 
arranged by RMMLA discussion 
groups, individual members, members 
of the Executive Board, affiliate 
organizations, and committees of the 
Association.

•	 There are five types of sessions: 
Regular Sessions, Special Topic 
Sessions, Forums, Special Events, and 
Affiliate Organization Sessions. 

1.	 Regular Sessions. Regular sessions 
encompass the primary scholarly and 
professional interests of Association 
members. 

2.	 Special Topic Sessions. Special topic 
sessions are organized by members to 
exchange ideas on topics of limited 
scope. The Program Committee of the 
Executive Board reviews all such session 
proposals and selects those to be held at 
the convention, based on the rationale 
for the session and space available. 

3.	 Forums. Forums are meetings on 
topics of broad general interest to 
members. 

4.	 Special Events. Special events, 
including readings, films, 
performances, etc., may be proposed 
by members for consideration by the 
Executive Board. 

5.	 Affiliate Organization Sessions. 
Learned societies and professional 
organizations that have been granted 
affiliate status may each organize one 
90-minute session at an RMMLA 
convention, but may be granted 
additional sections for a business 
meeting or other, as space permits, 
outside of the normal convention 
session hours. Affiliate organization 
sessions and social functions that are 
listed in the convention program are 
open to all persons registered at the 
convention, unless otherwise noted in 
the program.

Regular Sessions

• 	 Regular sessions are open-topic 
sessions lasting ninety minutes at 
which members present scholarly 
papers on topics related to teaching 
and/or research in languages, 
literature, film, and/or culture.

• 	 Each regular session has a presiding 
officer called a Session Chair. 

• 	 Any regular session that does not 
convene for three consecutive years 
will be struck from the roster of 
regular sessions. It may be reinstated 
upon written request by ten current 
members of RMMLA.

• 	 To establish a new regular session 
of the RMMLA convention, 
members should first propose a 
special topic session of the same 
name to the Executive Board. After 
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three consecutive years of successful 
meetings of this special topic session, 
a petition for permanent status 
should be addressed to the Executive 
Board. The petition should include 
a statement of purpose, a rationale 
for making the session a regular 
session, and the signatures of at least 
ten current RMMLA members in 
support of giving the session ‘regular’ 
status. The Executive Board will vote 
on this request at its spring or fall 
meeting or via electronic means.

Special Topic Sessions

• 	 Members in good standing may 
propose one Special Topic Session per 
year for listing in the Call for Papers 
that is published in mid-November. A 
session title, a short description of the 
topic, and the contact information 
of the proposed chair is to be sent to 
the Executive Director by November 
1. A rationale citing the nature and 
validity of the topic and why it does 
not replicate existing sessions should 
also be included. The RMMLA 
reserves the right to edit the topic 
description submitted for inclusion 
in the Call for Papers.

• 	 All special sessions must be approved 
by the Executive Board based on 
the rationale and the availability of 
meeting space. The Executive Board 
approves the special topic sessions 
and the Executive Director informs 
the session chair of that decision prior 
to the printing of the Call for Papers 
(mid-November).

• 	 Prearranged special sessions may 
also be assembled by a member and 
submitted in full to the Executive 
Director by March 1 of the year in 

which the convention will be held. 
The proposal should include program 
copy showing the names of the chair, 
presenters, and discussants, along 
with their academic affiliations and 
presentation titles. Session chairs 
should include in their proposal 
only the names of panelists who have 
formally agreed to participate in the 
session, contingent upon its approval. 
The chair must obtain these tentative 
commitments from panelists before 
submitting the proposal. The packet 
must also include a brief abstract of 
each paper. A rationale citing the 
nature and validity of the topic and 
why it does not replicate existing 
sessions should be included. Sessions 
may not include more than two 
participants from the same institution 
unless the institution is the focus of 
the session itself. Chairs of pre-formed 
special topic sessions will be informed 
of the Executive Board’s decision 
on its inclusion in the program by 
mid-March, also dependent upon 
suitability of topic and available 
meeting space.

Seminars

• 	 Seminars are 90-minute, pre-formed 
meetings of 8-10 members, presenting 
on a single topic of scholarly interest. 
Seminars may include up to three 
scholars from the same institution 
and up to half of the presenters may 
be graduate students.

• 	 In a seminar, all presenters submit 
their completed paper to one another 
approximately one month in advance, 
so that everyone will be prepared to 
discuss the issues presented in the 
papers. In each group, 2-3 presenters 
are paired up, serving as primary 
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respondents for the other(s). At the 
convention, each presenter is given 
no more than 5 minutes to give an 
overview of his/her paper to the group 
and audience. The chair of the session 
then guides the discussion and/or 
serves as the respondent. Members 
of the audience are also encouraged 
to participate in the discussion. 
Seminars are usually scheduled on 
either the Thursday or the Saturday 
morning of the convention.

• 	 Generally, no more than four seminars 
are arranged for a convention. The 
Executive Director and the Program 
Committee are responsible for 
approving seminars for each year’s 
convention. Formal proposals for a 
forum should describe in detail and in a 
brief abstract the topic and nature of the 
proposed forum, include biographical 
information on its participants. If the 
proposed seminar entails the payment 
of honoraria or expenses for speakers 
or special equipment, an estimate of 
such costs should also be provided. The 
deadline for submission of proposals 
is March 1. Members will be notified 
of the decision on their proposals by 
March 15.

Forums

• 	 Forums are large public meetings on 
topics of broad general interest.

• 	 In addition to the main session of 
ninety minutes, a maximum of two 
related workshops may be organized 
to treat specialized aspects of the 
general topic.

• 	 Generally, no more than six forums are 
arranged for a convention. The Executive 
Director and the Program Committee 
are responsible for approving forums 

for each year’s convention. Formal 
proposals for a forum should describe 
in detail and in a brief abstract the topic 
and nature of the proposed forum, 
include biographical information on its 
participants, and explain the number 
and purpose of related workshops. If 
the proposed forum entails the payment 
of honoraria or expenses for speakers 
or special equipment, an estimate of 
such costs should also be provided. The 
deadline for submission of proposals 
is March 1. Members will be notified 
of the decision on their proposals by 
March 15.

Special Events

• 	 Members may propose special 
events, including readings, films, 
performances, etc. The Executive 
Director, with the assistance of the 
Program Committee, reviews all 
requests and makes a decision on their 
inclusion based on cost, space/time 
available, and appeal to membership.

• 	 Outside sponsors of special events 
(corporate or institutional) may be 
sought for special events, and indeed, 
may be desirable to help defray the 
potential costs of the event.

• 	 The deadline for RMMLA Secretariat 
receipts of all requests for special 
events is March 1 of the year in which 
the convention will be held.

• 	 Department chairs and job applicants 
are welcome to use the annual 
convention as a convenient occasion 
for scheduling job interviews. The 
Association does not, however, have 
sufficient administrative personnel 
to be involved in the scheduling or 
arrangements of such interviews.
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Affiliate Organization Sessions

• 	 Affiliate organizations may each 
hold one session, not to exceed 
ninety minutes, at the Association’s 
convention.

• 	 Affiliate organizations may also request 
to hold another, possibly a business 
meeting or other, to be scheduled 
outside of the normal convention 
hours, and as space allows.

• 	 Individuals in the affiliated organization 
who participate in the convention must 
be current members of the RMMLA 
and must pay all applicable convention 
registration fees.

GUIDELINES FOR
SESSION CHAIRS

Session Organization

• 	 Every session at the RMMLA con-
vention has a chair.

Membership

• 	 Session chairs MUST be current in 
the following year’s dues by November 
1 to be listed in the Call for Papers. 
Failure to renew by this date will mean 
that a replacement chair will be sought 
or the session canceled.

• 	 It is the chair’s duty to remind all 
members of his/her session that they 
must be current in their RMMLA 
dues by April 1 of the convention 
year. When submitting their program 
information, session chairs will not 
be able to add the names of presenters 
who have not paid dues.

Paper Proposals

• 	 Each session needs a minimum 
of three papers, although four is 
acceptable.

• 	 The chair reviews paper proposals 
submitted by March 1 and selects 
(preferably) four of the best proposals. 
If proposals are few, the chair is 
responsible for soliciting additional 
proposals from among colleagues, 
from field- specific listservs, etc. If 
the chair receives an overwhelming 
number of very good proposals, s/he 
may request of the Executive Director 
a second section of a session. These 
requests will be taken on a first-come, 
first-served basis, but cannot be 
confirmed (a) until all sessions listed 
on the CFP have been accommodated 
and (b)until it is determined that 
meeting space is available.

• 	 Chairs should NOT accept papers 
from more than two members from 
his/her home institution or more 
than two members from the same 
institution, unless the focus of that 
session is specifically related to the 
institution, unless it is the local host 
institution, or unless last minute 
cancellations force the chair to recruit 
colleagues into the session. Such 
situations must have the approval of 
the RMMLA Executive Director.

• 	 Requests for sessions involving 
undergraduate students should be 
addressed to the Executive Director.

• 	 The chair notifies all who proposed 
papers of their acceptance or rejection 
preferably by March 15. Please respect 
this deadline, as some members 
submit to multiple sessions and they 
need to know if and where they have 
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been accepted. Chairs are asked to 
contact everyone who submitted a 
proposal, whether accepted or not, to 
inform them of the decision regarding 
their proposal.

• 	 If chairs have not received enough 
good proposals by March 1, they 
may request an extension of 30 
days maximum from the Executive 
Director. If, after the extension, the 
session is still not full, the Executive 
Director may cancel the session.

• 	 Chairs may present in their own 
session, but are encouraged to find 
another session in which to present.

Waivers for Special Speakers

• 	 Requests for waivers of membership 
dues and convention registration 
fees for a special presenter/discussant 
whom a chair wishes to invite must be 
submitted to the Secretariat by April 1.

• 	 Waiver requests must be ac-
companied by a brief justification 
and a biographical summary of the 
proposed special speaker.

• 	 The decision to grant the waiver will 
be made by the Executive Board.

• 	 Only a limited number of waivers is 
available per convention and only one 
waiver is allowed per session.

Program

• 	 The chair MUST submit session/
presenter information to the RMMLA 
Secretariat by May 1 so that online 
program can be set in a timely manner.

• 	 The chair submits this information 
using the PROGRAM FORM FOR 

SESSION CHAIRS on the Conventions 
page of this site. The chair enters the 
name of the presenter, as well as the 
paper title and presenter institution.

• 	 The information provided by the 
Chair on this form will be used 
to generate the print version of 
the program. Notices will be sent 
to all chairs of final deadlines for 
changes/additions to programs, 
giving ample time for them to 
respond. Once the program is sent 
to press, however, changes will only 
be reflected on the online version of 
the program. 

• 	 Organizers of special topic sessions 
should note that substantial changes 
to the original list of panelists may 
result in the cancellation of the 
approved session, since sessions are 
approved on the basis of the proposals 
and paper titles submitted.

• 	 The presenter must be current in 
dues. If session chairs cannot find the 
presenter’s name in the online directory, 
chairs must notify the presenter to pay 
dues. Once payment is made, however, 
chairs may go back to the online form 
and enter the information.

• 	 The chair and the RMMLA Secretariat 
should be notified immediately if a 
presenter is not going to be able to 
attend the convention. If more than 
one presenter cancels, the chair has the 
option of (a) canceling the session, or 
(b) if notified early enough, contacting 
the author of a paper s/he was not able 
to accept for reasons of space (rather 
than the quality of the proposal) to see 
if this author will present.

• 	 Contact the Secretariat with any 
questions - jlandeir@uwyo.edu.
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Scheduling Requests

• 	 The Executive Director sets the 
schedule based on the session topic 
(trying to avoid overlap in all time 
slots), the anticipated size of the 
session, and any special requests. We 
also try to rotate sessions, so that 
a session does not get placed in the 
same time slot year after year.

• 	 Scheduling requests must be received 
by May 1 in order to be considered.

Moderating the Session

• 	 Prior to the convention, the chair 
may want to contact the presenters to 
obtain some information with which 
to present them at the convention. 

• 	 At the convention, the chair 
introduces the topic and the speakers, 
moderates the session, making sure 
that presenters have equal time to 
present and that time remains for 
discussion.

• 	 Sessions at the RMMLA convention 
run 90 minutes. If a chair has three 
papers, that gives approximately 
5 minutes for introductions, 20-
22 minutes per paper, and 15-20 
minutes for questions. If a chair has 
four papers, that gives approximately 
5 minutes for introductions, 15-
17 minutes per paper, and 15-20 
minutes for questions.

• 	 Colored cards are located at the 
speaker’s table for Chairs to discretely 
signal 5 and 2 minutes of time 
remaining for each presenter. Chairs 
have the authority to ask a presenter 
to stop if going over the allotted time.

• 	 The Chair of each session may 
recommend an outstanding paper(s) 
to the editors of the Rocky Mountain 

Review, who will, in turn, contact 
the presenter to encourage him/her 
to revise the paper with a view to 
possible publication in the print or 
online journal.

• 	 The Chair of each session may 
recommend an outstanding pre-
sentation by a graduate student for 
the “Charles Davis Award for the 
Outstanding Graduate Student 
Presentation at the RMMLA 
Convention.” Nominations are due 
to the Secretariat by November 15. 
Nominees are then notified and asked 
to submit their papers.

Session Elections

• 	 At the end of the session, the chair 
holds an election for a new session chair 
and then submits the results to the 
RMMLA Secretariat by November 1 
– either at the convention registration 
desk convention or by email.

• 	 Elections in Special Topic Sessions 
may be held IF the group wishes to 
be listed in the Call for Papers for 
the following year, but approval of 
the session is not automatic. Special 
Topic Sessions must be requested 
and are included on a space-available, 
topic-approval basis. See “Special 
Topic Sessions” for more complete 
information (page 12).

• 	 For the new chair to be listed in the 
Call for Papers, s/he must be current 
in dues for the following year by 
November 1 at the latest.

• 	 The Call for Papers is posted on the 
RMMLA Web site by mid-November, 
using the contact information that on 
file for the new session chair. Members 
must make sure that the address / 
email / phone / fax given to RMMLA 
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is the one to appear in the CFP, which 
is available worldwide. Changes to 
contact information can be made 
online at www.rmmla.org or can be 
emailed to jlandeir@uwyo.edu.

 
Chair Cancellation

• 	 Should the session chair not be able 
to attend the convention or fulfill the 
duties of chair, s/he should ask the 
presenters if any one of them is able 
to chair the session. 

• 	 Once a new chair is identified, the 
Secretariat must be informed.

Chair Rotation

• 	 To encourage new member 
participation in organizing Regular 
Sessions at the convention and to 
allow members to develop new 
directions of inquiry in these sessions, 
chairs should encourage rotation in 
the election of new session officers, 
such that no one person may chair the 
same session two years in a row OR 
more than twice in a five year period.

• 	 The Executive Director may intervene 
and name a chair if the rotation 
system fails.

• 	 Former chairs may present papers in 
that session and/or chair other regular 
or special topic sessions

GUIDELINES FOR 
PRESENTERS

General Guidelines

• 	 One does not have to be a member of 
RMMLA to propose a paper, but one 
must become a member by April 1 to 
appear in the program.

• 	 Paper proposals based on a 300-word 
abstract are due to the session chair 
no later than March 1. The session 
chair is asked to notify applicants by 
March 15 of his/her selections.

• 	 Members may submit papers to 
different session chairs. However, no 
one may read more than one paper 
at the convention. Members may, 
however, serve as presenter, chair and 
discussant at a single convention. 
Involvement as an invited participant 
in a Special Event does not factor into 
this count.

• 	 If one has a paper accepted in more 
than one session, it will be necessary 
to decide which to give and then 
notify the chair of the session to be 
dropped, as well as the RMMLA 
Secretariat of this choice. Failure to 
do so may mean elimination of one 
or both papers from the program. 
If a presenter is found to have two 
papers on the program and cannot 
be contacted to choose which one 
to drop, the Executive Director will 
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choose, taking into account only 
how this will affect the two sessions 
concerned.

• 	 Please limit remarks to the time 
alloted, in order to leave time for 
questions. In session with three 
presenters, this means 20 minutes; 
in session with four presenters, this 
means 15 minutes.

• 	 Members who propose papers are 
expected to attend the convention 
to read at the scheduled time. The 
Program Committee does everything 
possible to vary the day/time a 
session meets from year to year, 
and to accommodate scheduling 
requests received by May 1, but not 
all requests can be granted. If an 
applicant has a paper accepted for 
the convention, we ask that s/he plan 
to attend and share her/his research/
work. If one must cancel, please 
let the session chair and RMMLA 
know in a timely manner so that a 
replacement can be found.

• 	 Papers may NOT be read in absentia, 
or by Skype or any electronic means.

• 	 No one may read more than one 
paper.

• 	 If the session chair does not arrive, 
please delegate someone as temporary 
chair/moderator and continue 
with the session, both for the sake 
of the audience and for the sake of 
the presenters who have made the 
effort to travel to the convention to 
present their paper and get feedback 
on their ideas. In such situations, 
senior faculty are urged to take on 
this responsibility, thereby modeling 
academic professionalism to junior 
faculty and graduate students who 
may be participating. Thank you 
to all for your understanding and 
professionalism in this situation. 
RMMLA can do nothing to guarantee 
that a session chair will be present at his/
her session. If we know ahead of time, 
we try to find a replacement, but if we 
are not given notice, there is nothing 
that we can do, so we appreciate your 
help.

• 	 Substitute chairs are also asked to 
hold elections for a new chair for the 
following year’s convention. Please 
fill out the online form by November 
1 or email the information to the 
Secretariat (jlandeir@uwyo.edu).
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ACCESS GUIDELINES
The Rocky Mountain Modern Language 
Association is committed to making 
arrangements that allow all members to 
participate fully in the convention. All 
session chairs and presenters are asked 
to review the following information and 
take the necessary steps to make their 
sessions accessible to attendees with 
permanent or temporary disabilities. 
While the guidelines listed below are 
designed to provide access to all attendees 
with disabilities, many will benefit all 
convention participants.

ROOM SETUP

Space has been left for one wheelchair 
in each meeting room. Please keep this 
area and the aisles clear for persons 
who may be using wheelchairs, canes, 
crutches, or motorized vehicles. Space 
should be left around the doors and 
aisles to allow access.

People who are deaf or hard of hearing 
and who use sign language interpreters 
or read lips need to sit where they can 
see both the speakers and the interpreter. 
Speakers should avoid speaking from a 
darkened area of the room so their lips 
and faces can be visible. Interpreters 
may stand close to the speaker or 
within a direct line of sight to allow the 
audience to view both the speaker and 
the interpreter. Speakers should be aware 
of the location of interpreters and keep 
this line of vision clear. Close doors 
and turn off projection equipment to 
reduce background noise and help focus 
audience attention.

PAPERS, HANDOUTS, 
AND AUDIOVISUALS

Speakers are asked to bring an extra 
copy of their papers, even in draft form, 
for the use of those who want to follow a 
written text. Speakers who use handouts 
should prepare a few copies in large-
print format (boldface, 14-16-point font 
size on white paper) and briefly describe 
the materials to the audience and allow 
ample time to distribute them. Speakers 
should indicate whether they want their 
papers and handouts returned.

Consider the possibility that persons 
in the audience may be blind. Allow 
ample time when referring to a visual aid 
or handout, or when pointing out the 
location of materials. Briefly describe the 
materials.

COMMUNICATION 
AND PRESENTATION

Speak clearly and distinctly, but 
do not shout. Use regular speed unless 
asked to slow down by members of the 
audience, sign interpreters, or persons 
using real-time captioning. Practice 
timing your presentation to avoid having 
to speak too quickly.

Since microphones can fail to pick 
up voices in the audience and because 
voices from the front of the room may 
be hard to hear from the back of the 
room, speakers should repeat questions 
or statements made by the audience. 
In dialogues or discussions, only one 
person should speak at a time, and 
questioners should identify themselves. 
We appreciate your consideration and 
implementation of these requests. 
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CONVENTION PROGRAM
BY DAY

Please note:
•	 Unless otherwise noted, all sessions are open to all convention participants.
•	 Computer checks are available each day from 7:30-8:30 am
•	 Special Topic Sessions are approved on a one-time basis.

Thursday, October 16     7:30 - 10:00 AM
Special Events Coffee/Tea Service Registration

Thursday, October 16     7:30 - 6:00 PM
Registration Convention Check-In &  

On-Site Registration
Registration

Thursday, October 16     8:30 - 10:00 AM
Asian Studies Asian Comparative Literature and 

Film, Session I
Skyline A

English-British 
Studies

Travel Writing Willow A

Pedagogy Practical Approaches to Teaching 
Literature

Finch

Special Topics Women in French I Skyline B

Technical & Prof. 
Communication

Forces of  Change Corbin

Thursday, October 16     10:15 - 11:45 AM
Asian Studies Asia and Its Diáspora,  

Creative Works I
Willow B

Asian Studies Asian Comparative Literature and 
Film, Session II

Skyline A

General Topics Narratology Corbin

Program Summary by Day - Thursday
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Thursday, October 16     10:15 - 11:45 AM
Pedagogy Integrating Technology Tools in the 

Foreign Language Classroom
Finch

Special Topics Women in French II Skyline B
Thursday, October 16     12:00 - 3:15 PM

Special Events Executive Board Meeting 
(Closed Meeting)

Liberty Boardroom

Thursday, October 16     12:00 - 1:30 PM
Asian Studies Asia and Its Diáspora,  

Creative Works II
Willow B

Asian Studies Asian Comparative Literature and 
Film, Session III

Skyline A

English-British 
Studies

Shakespeare Willow A

Special Topics Octave Mirbeau: Life and Fiction, 
Drama, Art Criticism & Friendships

Skyline B

Thursday, October 16    1:45 - 3:15 PM
Asian Studies Chinese Literature and Film  

Since 1900, Session I
Skyline A

English-British 
Studies

Romanticism Willow A

General Topics Science Fiction Literature and Film 
CANCELED

Finch

English- 
U.S. & Canadian

American Nineteenth Century 
Literature

Corbin

Special Topics Women in French III Skyline B
Thursday, October 16     3:30 - 5:00 PM

Special Events Graduate Forum: Cover Letter, 
CV, and Job Document  

Workshop with Tea Service

Willow B

Asian Studies Chinese Literature and Film  
Since 1900, Session II

Skyline A

French-Franco-
phone Studies

French Cultural and  
Literary Theory

Skyline B

General Topics Literature and Science Finch

Program Summary by Day - Thursday
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Spanish and  
Portuguese Studies

Spanish for Specific Purposes 
Español para propósitos específicos

Corbin

Special Topics Milton Willow A

Thursday, October 16     5:00 - 6:00 PM
Special Events Sterling Keynote: 

Michael Wutz,  
Weber State University

Riverfront Ballroom

Thursday, October 16     6:00 - 8:00 PM
Special Events Opening Reception Riverfront Ballroom

Friday, October 17     7:30 - 10:00 AM
Special Events Coffee/Tea Service Registration Area

Friday, October 17    7:30 - 6:00 PM
Registration Convention Check-In &  

On-Site Registration
Registration Area

Friday, October 17     7:30 - 10:00 AM

Special Events RMMLA Editorial Board 
Meeting (Closed Meeting)

Liberty Boardroom

Friday, October 17     8:30 - 10:00 AM
Asian Studies Asian and Its Diaspora, Critical 

Analysis, Session I
Willow B

Asian Studies Asian Comparative Literature and 
Film, Session IV

Finch

Asian Studies Chinese Literature and Film Since 
1900, Session III

Skyline A

English - British 
Studies

English Nineteenth Century  
Literature, Session I

Willow A

Spanish &  
Portuguese 

Studies

Asociación Internacional  
de Literatura Femenina  

Hispánica (AILFH)

Grant

Special Topics Women in French IV Skyline B

Writing Programs Writing across the Curriculum Audubon

Program Summary by Day - Thursday - Friday
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Friday, October 17     10:15 - 11:45 AM
Special Events Women in the Profession  

Workshop
Corbin

Asian Studies Asian and Its Diaspora, Critical 
Analysis, Session II

Willow B

Asian Studies Asian Comparative Literature and 
Film, Session V

Finch

Asian Studies Chinese Literature and Film Since 
1900, Session IV

Skyline A

English - British 
Studies

English Nineteenth Century  
Literature, Session II

Willow A

Spanish &  
Portuguese 

Studies

Prisma crítico de literatura hispano-
americana contemporánea

Grant

Special Topics Languages of  Home-Place: When 
Writing on Eco-Poetics

Manito

Special Topics Women in French V Skyline B
Writing Programs Writing Programs Audubon

Friday, October 17    11:45 AM - 1:15 PM
Special Events Keynote Luncheon featuring 

Mike Palmquist,  
Colorado State University

Riverfront Ballroom

Friday, October 17    1:30 - 3:00 PM
Asian Studies Chinese Literature and Film Since 

1900, Session V
Skyline A

Asian Studies Chinese Poetry, Session I Finch
English-British 

Studies
English Nineteenth-Century  

Literature, Session III
Willow A

French-Franco-
phone Studies

French Literature since 1800 Skyline B

Gender Studies Women's Voices in  
Poetry and Prose

Corbin

Linguistics General and Applied Linguistics, 
Session I

Audubon

Pedagogy Beyond the Frontier: Workshop on 
Authentic Assignments

Willow B

Program Summary by Day - Friday
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Friday, October 17     1:30 - 3:00 PM
Spanish &  
Portuguese 

Studies

New Spanish/Latin American  
Cinema, Session I

Grant

Theory/Criticism/ 
Comparative Studies

Rhetorical Theory Manito

Friday, October 17     3:15 - 4:45 PM
Asian Studies Chinese Literature Before 1900, 

Session I
Skyline A

Asian Studies Chinese Poetry, Session II Finch
General Topics Literature and Time Willow A

Germanic Studies German Literature  
from the Past to the Present

Corbin

Linguistics General and Applied Linguistics, 
Session II

Audubon

Pedagogy Beyond the Frontier: Innovations in 
Composition, Session I

Willow B

Special Topics Writing Trauma Survival Skyline B
Spanish and  

Portuguese Studie
New Spanish/Latin American  

Cinema, Session I
Grant

Friday, October 17     5:00 - 8:00 PM
Special Events Asian Studies Reception Skyline A

Special Events Spanish Writer‘s Forum  
Speaker followed by Reception

Grant

Special Events Women in French Keynote 
Speaker followed by Reception

Skyline B

Special Events Writer’s Keynote Speaker followed 
by Reception

Willow B

Beyond the Frontier, Women in the Profession, and Graduate Forum  
Joint Reception follows the Writer's Keynote  

in Willow B from 5:00-6:30 PM.

Program Summary by Day - Friday
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Friday, October 17     6:30 - 8:00 PM
French-Franco-
phone Studies

RMMLA Poets Read their Works in 
French 

Skyline B

Spanish &  
Portuguese 

Studies

RMMLA Poets Read their Works in 
Spanish

Grant

Special Topics RMMLA Poets Read their Works in 
English

Willow A

Special Topics RMMLA Prose Writers Read their 
Works in English

Audubon

Saturday, October 18     7:30 - 10:00 AM
Special Events Coffee/Tea Service Registration

Saturday, October 18     8:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Registration Convention Check-In &  

On-Site Registration
Registration

Saturday, October 18     8:30 - 10:00 AM
Asian Studies Asian Drama & Performance, 

Session I
Manito

Asian Studies Chinese Literature Before 1900, 
Session II

Skyline A

English - British 
Studies

Old English Willow A

English - Post- 
colonial Studies

Caribbean Literature and the 
Diáspora

Corbin

Pedagogy Beyond the Frontier:  
Workshop on AI

Willow B

Special Topics Pedgagoy: Communicative Strategies 
in the World Language Classroom

Audubon

Special Topics Poesía de la Generación de 1927 Grant

Theory/Criticism/ 
Comparative Studies

Comparative Literature  
(Open Topic)

Finch

Program Summary by Day - Friday
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Saturday, October 18     10:15 - 11:45 AM
Asian Studies Asian Drama & Performance, 

Session II
Manito

Asian Studies Chinese Literature Before 1900, 
Session III

Skyline A

English - British  
Studies

English Literature since 1900 Willow A

English - U.S. & 
Canadian Studies

Western, Southwestern, Chicano, 
Mexican American,  

and Native American Literature

Corbin

Film Studies Film (Open Topic), Session I Finch

Pedagogy Beyond the Frontier: Innovations in 
Composition, Session II

Willow B

Pedagogy Practical Approaches to Teaching 
Language

Audubon

Spanish &  
Portuguese 

Studies

Peninsular Spanish Literature Grant

Saturday, October 18     12:00 - 1:30 PM
Asian Studies Chinese Poetry, Session II Skyline A

English - U.S. & 
Canadian Studies

Hemingway Corbin

Film Studies Film (Open Topic), Session II Finch
General Topics Literature and Religion Willow A

Pedagogy Beyond the Frontier: Roundtable – 
Brave New World in Academia

Willow B

Technical & Prof. 
Communication

Classroom Applications:  
Community Engaged Learning

Manito

Saturday, October 18    1:45 - 3:15 PM
Special Events Writer Friendly Saturday  

Publishing Forum
Willow B

Program Summary by Day - Saturday 
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PROGRAM BY SESSION TYPE
SPECIAL EVENTS

Coffee/Tea Service Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
7:30 - 10:00 AM Registration

RMMLA Executive 
Board Meeting (Closed) Thursday, 12:00 - 3:15 PM Liberty  

Boardroom
Graduate Student CV & 

Job Document Workshop Thursday, 3:30 - 5:00 PM Willow B

Sterling Keynote followed 
by Reception Thursday, 5:00 - 8:00 PM Riverfront  

Ballroom
RMMLA Editorial Board 

Meeting (Closed) Friday, 7:30 - 10:00 AM Liberty  
Boardroom

Women in the Profession 
Workshop Friday, 10:15 - 11:45 AM Corbin

Keynote Luncheon Friday, 11:45 AM - 1:15 PM Riverfront  
Ballroom

Asian Studies Reception Friday, 5:00 - 6:30 PM Skyline A

Spanish Writer’s Forum Friday, 5:00 - 6:30 PM Grant

Women in French Keynote Friday, 5:00 - 6:30 PM Skyline B
Writer’s Forum Feature 

Presentation Friday, 5:00 - 6:30 PM Willow B

Beyond the Frontier, Women in the Profession, and Graduate Forum  
Joint Reception follows the Writer's Keynote  

in Willow B from 5:00-6:30 PM
Creative Readings Friday, 6:30 - 8:00 PM Various

Writer Friendly Saturday 
Publisher's Forum Saturday, 1:45 - 3:15 PM Willow B

Program Summary by Type: Special Events 
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ASIAN STUDIES

Asia and Its Diáspora,  
Creative Work, Session I

Thursday,  
8:30 - 10:00 AM

Willow B

Asian Comparative Literature and 
Film, Session I

Thursday,  
8:30 - 10:00 AM

Skyline A

Asia and Its Diáspora,  
Creative Work, Session II

Thursday,  
10:15 - 11:45 AM

Willow B

Asian Comparative Literature and 
Film, Session II

Thursday,  
10:15 - 11:45 AM

Skyline A

Asian Comparative Literature and 
Film, Session III

Thursday,  
12:00 - 1:30 PM

Skyline A

Chinese Literature and Film since 
1900, Session I

Thursday,  
1:45 - 3:15 PM

Skyline A

Chinese Literature and Film since 
1900, Session II

Thursday,  
3:30 - 5:00 PM

Skyline A

Asia and Its Diáspora,  
Critical Analysis, Session I

Friday,  
8:30 - 10:00 AM

Willow B

Asian Comparative Literature & 
Film Session IV

Friday, 
8:30 - 10:00 AM

Finch

Chinese Literature and Film since 
1900, Session III

Friday,  
8:30 - 10:15 AM

Skyline A

Asia and Its Diáspora,  
Critical Analysis, Session II

Friday,  
10:15 - 11:45 AM

Willow B

Asian Comparative Literature & 
Film Session V

Friday,  
10:15 - 11:45 AM

Finch

Chinese Literature and Film since 
1900, Session IV

Friday,  
10:15 - 11:45 AM

Skyline A

Chinese Literature and Film since 
1900, Session V

Friday, 
1:30 - 3:00 PM

Skyline A

Chinese Poetry, Session I Friday,  
1:30 - 3:00 PM

Finch

Chinese Literature Before 1900, 
Session I

Friday, 
3:15 - 4:45 PM

Skyline A

Program Summary by Type: Asian Studies
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ASIAN STUDIES

Chinese Poetry, Session II Friday, 
3:15 - 4:45 PM

Finch

Asian Studies Keynote Friday,  
5:00 - 6:30 PM

Skyline A

Asian Drama & Performance, 
Session I

Saturday, 
8:30 - 10:00 AM

Manito

Chinese Literature Before 1900, 
Session II

Saturday, 
8:30 - 10:00 AM

Skyline A

Asian Drama & Performance, 
Session II

Saturday, 
10:15 - 11:45 AM

Manito

Chinese Literature Before 1900, 
Session III

Saturday, 
10:15- 11:45 AM

Skyline A

Chinese Poetry, Session III Saturday, 
12:00 - 1:30 PM

Skyline A

ENGLISH - BRITISH STUDIES
Travel Writing Thursday, 

8:30 - 10:00 AM
Willow A

Shakespeare, Session I Thursday, 
10:15 - 11:45 AM

Willow A

Shakespeare, Session II Thursday,  
12:00 - 1:30 PM

Willow A

Romanticism Thursday,  
1:45 - 3:15 PM

Willow A

English Nineteenth-Century  
Literature, Session I

Friday,  
8:30 - 10:00 AM

Willow A

English Nineteenth-Century  
Literature, Session II

Friday,  
10:15 - 11:45 AM

Willow A

English Eighteenth-Century  
Literature, Session III

Friday, 
1:30 - 3:00 PM

Willow A

Old English Saturday, 
8:30 - 10:00 AM

Willow A

ENGLISH - POSTCOLONIAL STUDIES
Caribbean Literature and the 

Diáspora
Saturday, 

8:30 - 10:00 AM
Skyline B
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ENGLISH - U.S. & CANADIAN STUDIES
American Nineteenth Century 

Literature
Thursday, 

1:45 - 3:15 PM
Corbin

Western, Southwestern, Chicano 
and Native American Literature

Saturday, 
10:15 - 11:45 AM

Corbin

Hemingway Saturday,  
12:00 - 1:30 PM

Corbin

FILM STUDIES

Film Studies (Open Topic),  
Session I

Saturday, 
10:15 - 11:45 AM

Finch

Film Studies (Open Topic), 
Session II

Saturday, 
12:00 - 1:30 PM

Finch

FRENCH-FRANCOPHONE STUDIES

French Cultural and  
Literary Theory

Thursday, 
3:30 - 5:00 PM

Skyline B

French Literature since 1800 Friday,  
1:30 - 3:00 PM

Skyline B

RMMLA Poets Read their Works 
in French

Friday,  
6:30 - 8:00 PM

Skyline B

GENDER STUDIES
Women’s Voices  

in Poetry and Prose
Friday,  

1:30 - 3:00 PM
Corbin

GENERAL TOPICS
Narratology Thursday, 

10:15-11:45 AM
Corbin

Science Fiction Literature and Film 
CANCELED

Thursday, 
1:45 - 3:15 PM

Finch

Literature and Science Thursday,  
3:30 - 5:00 PM

Finch

Literature and Time Friday, 
3:15 - 4:45 PM

Willow A

Literature and Religion Saturday, 
12:00 - 1:30 PM

Willow A

Program Summary by Type:  English - U.S. & Canadian... General Topics-
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GERMANIC STUDIES
German Literature  

from the Past to the Present
Friday,  

3:15-4:45 PM
Corbin

LINGUISTICS
General & Applied Linguistics, 

Session I
Friday, 

1:30 - 3:00 PM
Audubon

General & Applied Linguistics, 
Session II

Friday, 
3:15 - 5:00 PM

Audubon

PEDAGOGY
Practical Approaches to Teaching 

Literature
Thursday,  

8:30 - 10:00 AM
Finch

Integrating Technology Tools in 
the Foreign Language Classroom

Thursday,  
10:15 - 11:45 AM

Finch

Beyond the Frontier, Workshop  
on Authentic Assignments

Friday, 
1:30 - 3:00 PM

Willow B

Beyond the Frontier:  
Innovations in Composition I

Friday,  
3:15 - 5:00 PM

Willow B

Beyond the Frontier,  
Workshop on AI

Saturday, 
8:30 - 10:00 AM

Willow B

Beyond the Frontier:  
Innovations in Composition II

Saturday, 
10:15 - 11:45 AM

Willow B

Beyond the Frontier: Roundtable:  
Brave New World in Academia

Saturday,  
12:00 - 1:30 PM

Willow B

SPANISH & PORTUGUESE STUDIES
Spanish for Specific Purposes  

(Español para propósitos  
específicos)

Thursday,  
3:30 - 5:00 PM

Corbin

Asociación Internacional de  
Literatura Femenina Hispánica 

(AILFH)

Friday,  
8:30 - 10:00 AM

Grant

Prisma crítico de literatura 
hispanoamericana contemporánea

Friday,  
10:15 - 11:45 AM

Grant

New Spanish/Latin American  
Cinema, Session I

Friday, 
1:30 - 3:00 PM

Grant

Program Summary by Type: Germanic ... Spanish & Portuguese
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SPANISH & PORTUGUESE STUDIES
New Spanish/Latin American  

Cinema, Session II
Friday, 

3:15 - 4:45 AM
Grant

RMMLA Poets  
Read their Works in Spanish

Friday,  
6:30 - 8:00 PM

Grant

Peninsular Spanish Literature Saturday, 
10:15 - 11:45 AM

Grant

SPECIAL TOPICS
Women in French I:  

Narrating Resistance..
Thursday,  

8:30 - 10:00 AM
Skyline B

Women in French II:  
Fugues, Refuges, Réfugié.e.s

Thursday,  
10:15 - 11:45 AM

Skyline B

Octave Mirbeau: Life & Fiction, 
Drama, Art Criticism & Friendships

Thursday,  
12:00 - 1:30 PM

Skyline B

Women in French III:  
Revisiting the Past

Thursday,  
1:45 - 3:15 PM

Skyline B

Milton Thursday,  
3:30 - 5:00 PM

Willow A

Graduate Forum:  
Job Document Workshop

Thursday,  
3:30 - 5:00 PM

Willow B

Women in French IV:  
Postcolonial Narratives

Friday, 
8:30 - 10:00 AM

Skyline B

Languages of  Home-Place When 
Writing on Eco-Politics

Friday, 
10:15 - 11:45 AM

Manito

Women in French V:: 
Representation of  Repression

Friday, 
10:15 - 11:45 AM

Skyline B

Writing Trauma Survival Friday,  
3:15-4:45 PM

Skyline B

RMMLA Poets Read their Works 
in English

Friday,  
6:30 - 8:00 PM

Willow A

RMMLA Prose Authors Read their 
Works in English

Friday,  
6:30 - 8:00 PM

Audubon

Pedagogy. Communicative 
Strategies in the World Language 

Classroom

Saturday,  
8:30 - 10:00 AM

Audubon

Poesía de la Generación de 1927 Saturday,  
8:30 - 10:00 AM

Grant

Program Summary by Type: Spanish & Portuguese ... Special Topics



ROCKY MOUNTAIN MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION

33

TECHNICAL & PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATION
Forces of  Change Thursday, 

8:30 - 10:00 AM
Corbin

Classroom Applications:  
Community Engaged Learning

Saturday, 
12:00 - 1:30 PM

Manito

THEORY / CRITICISM / COMPARATIVE STUDIES
Rhetorical Theory Friday, 

1:30 - 3:00 PM
Manito

Comparative Literature  
(Open Topic)

Saturday, 
8:30 - 10:00 AM

Finch

WRITING PROGRAMS
Writing across the Curriculum Friday,  

8:30 - 10:00 AM
Audubon

Writing Programs Friday,  
10:15 - 11:45 AM

Audubon

Program Summary by Type: Technical & Professional ... Writing
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2025 RMMLA  
Spokane, Washington

CONVENTION PROGRAM
Please note:
•	 Room and time assignments appear ABOVE the session title.
•	 Unless otherwise noted, all sessions are open to all convention participants.
•	 COMPUTER CHECKS are available each day from 7:30-8:30 am

Thursday, October 16
THURSDAY, 7:30 - 10:30 AM

SPECIAL EVENTS� REGISTRATION AREA
Coffee/Tea Service

THURSDAY, 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
 

REGISTRATION� REGISTRATION DESK
Convention Check-In & On-Site Registration

THURSDAY, 8:30 - 10:00 AM

ASIAN STUDIES� SKYLINE A
Asian Comparative Literature and Film, Session I: Traveling 
Texts: Asian-German Encounters
Chair: Lujia Feng University of  California, Davis.

Wendy Sun, Grinnell College. “Grieving the Ungrievable: 
Gender, Nature, and Survival in Han Kang’s  The 
Vegetarian and Ingeborg Bachmann’s Malina.”

Yingwei Mu, University of  California, Davis. “Between Code 
and Cosmos: Leibniz, the I Ching, and the Cross-
Cultural Travel of  Symbols.”

Géraldine Fiss, University of  California, San Diego. “A Poet’s 
Journey Through Space and Time: Liao Yiwu’s Life in 
German Translation.”
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BRITISH STUDIES � WILLOW A
Travel Writing. 
Chair: Mouloud Siber, University of  Tizi-Ouzou

Camellia Azzi, University of  California, San Diego. “Fiction 
as Salvation: Transimperial Crossings and the Recasting 
of  Early Colonial Relations in Laila Lalami’s ‘The 
Moor’s Account’.”

Mouloud Siber, University of  Tizi-Ouzou. “Conceptions 
of  the Beautiful and Picturesque in Romantic Travel 
Writing: A Study of  Samuel Ireland’s Domestic and 
Foreign Travel Texts.”

PEDAGOGY� FINCH
Practical Approaches to Teaching Literature
Chair: Joy Landeira, University of  Wyoming

Nicholas Baldwin, University of  New Mexico. “Bridging 
Discussion and Practice.”

Joy Landeira, University of  Wyoming. “Teaching Hemingway’s 
Short Stories through Dialogue.”

Tess Fairbanks, University of  Wyoming. “Connecting Art and 
Literature in the Classroom: An Analysis of  Ernesto de 
la Cárcova’s Sin pan y sin trabajo and Luisa Valenzuela’s 
‘Aquí pasan cosas raras.’”

SPECIAL TOPICS� SKYLINE B
Women in French I: Narrating Resistance
Chair: CJ Gomolka, DePauw University

Julia Frengs, University of  Nebraska, Lincoln. “Decolonial 
Praxis in Tahiti: The Literary Resistance of  Flora 
Devatine and Chantal T. Spitz.”

Pauline Maison-Dessemme, University of  Minnesota, Twin 
Cities. “Pictorial Retaliation and Political Ugliness in 
French Feminist Bande.”

CJ Gomolka, DePauw University. “Resisting Trans.”
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TECHNICAL & PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATION� CORBIN
Forces of  Change
Chair: Cassandra Stephens-Johnson, Middle Tennessee State University.

Jonathan Arnett, Kennesaw State University. “And the Google 
Analytics Say...: Tracking Usage Rates of  a Technical 
Communication OER.’” 

Michael S. Knievel, University of  Wyoming. “Technical/
Professional Communication and the Public 
Humanities: Revisiting Old Differences, Considering 
New Curricular Spaces.” 

THURSDAY, 10:15 - 11:45 AM

ASIAN STUDIES� WILLOW B
Asia and Its Diaspora, Creative Works, Session I
Chair: Alan Johnson, Idaho State University

Sri Craven, Portland State University. “Ulm.”
Jaspal Kaur Singh, Oregon State University. “Trauma and 

Post-memory: Narratives and Tales from Burma.”

ASIAN STUDIES� SKYLINE A
Asian Comparative Literature and Film, Session II:  
Traveling Texts: Asian-Comparative Encounters
Chair: Haoze Guan, Columbia University.

Alexandra Feldman, University of  California, San Diego. 
“A Tale of  Two Genres: The History and Future of  
Chinese Webnovels in the West.”

Song Huang, University of  Virginia. “Signs in Tension: 
Toward an Imaginary Chaos-Monde in Dai Sijie’s 
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress.”
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BRITISH STUDIES� WILLOW A
Shakespeare, Session I
SESSION CANCELED - see page. 39

GENERAL TOPICS� CORBIN
Narratology 
Chair: Marshall Lewis Johnson,  Middle Tennessee State University

Jessica Quah, University of  Colorado, Boulder. “Recomposing 
the Storyteller: Transmedial Adaptations of  the 
Narratorial Voice.”

Anran Hou, University of  Arizona. “Coincidence? Theatricality 
and Performative Narrative in Emily Brontë’s Wuthering 
Heights.”  

Marshall Lewis Johnson, Middle Tennessee State University. 
“Invaded Narration in the Irish Coming-of-Age Novel.” 

PEDAGOGY� FINCH
Integrating Technology Tools in the Foreign Language Classroom 
Chair: Bénédicte Sohier, University of  Wyoming

Victoria Olsen Yates, Weber State University. “The Impact of  
TikTok on English as a Second Language.”

Louise Stoehr, Stephen F. Austin State University. “Ethical, 
Practical, Creative: GenAI in Language Teaching.”

Joyce Johnston, Stephen F. Austin State University. “Technology 
in the Classroom: Tips for Tackling Fears.”

Thursday, October 16  • 10:15 - 11:45 AM
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SPECIAL TOPICS� SKYLINE B
Women in French II: Fugues, Refuges, Réfugié.e.s 
Chair: Sarah Nelson, University of  Idaho

Sarah Nelson, University of  Idaho. “Seventeenth-Century 
Women in Flight: The Fugitive Life as Seen from 
Without and from Within.”

Elizabeth Dolly Weber, University of  Illinois at Chicago. “A 
Woman’s Place: Running Away in Agnès Varda’s Vagabond.”

Rebecca Saunders, Illinois State University. “A Duplicitous 
Refuge: Detention and Fugue in Natacha Appanah’s Le 
dernier frère.”

THURSDAY, 12:00 - 3:15 PM

SPECIAL EVENTS� LIBERTY BOARDROOM
Executive Board Meeting (Closed Meeting)
Chair: Joy Landeira, University of  Wyoming

THURSDAY, 12:00 - 1:30 PM

ASIAN STUDIES� WILLOW B
Asia and Its Diaspora, Creative Works, Session II: Members’ 
Book Launch
Author readings from two new books: Sing Slivered Tongue 
(Poetry), edited by Lopamudra Basu and Feroza Jussawala (2025); 
and Red Henna Blues (Prose) by Jaspal Kaur Singh (Finishing 
Line Press, 2025)
Chair: Alan Johnson, Idaho State University

Feroza Jussawalla, University of  New Mexico
Jaspal Kaur Singh, Oregon State University
Lopamudra Basu, University of  Wisconsin, Stout
Asha Sen, University of  Wisconsin, Eau Claire
Farah Siddiqui, University of  Texas, Dallas

Thursday, October 16  • 10:15 - 11:45 AM | 12:00 - 3:15 PM
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ASIAN STUDIES� SKYLINE A
Asian Comparative Literature and Film, Session III: Revisiting 
Cinematic Worlds
Chair: Wendy Sun, Grinnell College

Lujia Feng, University of  California, Davis. “Reimagining 
Nezha in 2025: Myth, Contemporary Chinese Cinema, 
and the Global Superhero Narrative.”

Wenshu Zhang, Beijing Normal University. “Affect Model in 
Change: The Affective Economy of  Jia Zhangke’s Films.”

Yanhong Zhu, Washington and Lee University. “Passages 
through Distance: Memory, History and Time in East 
Asian Road Films.”

Seva Shinde, University of  California, Davis. “Aestheticizing 
Modernity in a Nationalist / Anti-imperialist 
Discourse: India-Germany Cinematic Collaboration 
under Colonial Rule.”

BRITISH STUDIES� WILLOW A
Shakespeare
Chair: Jennifer Topale, Kutztown University 

Delaney Sousa, University of  Massachusetts. “‘We, the 
Greatest, Are Misthought’: Antony and Cleopatra as 
Constantly Becoming.”

Alexandra Gjaja, Brown University. “Revision as Refraction: 
Decentering Desdemona in Desdemona.”

Jolene Mendel, American Public University. “Shakespeare and 
the Witches: An Analysis of  the Scottish Witchcraft 
Trials on Macbeth and The Tempest.”

Caitlin Reyes, Independent Scholar. “Rejecting Gender 
Discourse in Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night and Elizabeth 
Cary’s The Tragedy of  Mariam.”

Thursday, October 16  • 12:00 - 1:30 PM
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SPECIAL TOPICS� SKYLINE B
Octave Mirbeau: Life and Fiction, Drama, Art Criticism and 
Friendships
Chair: Frédéric Leveziel, University of  South Florida, St. Petersburg

Frédéric Leveziel, University of  South Florida, St.. Petersburg. 
“Le bouc émissaire dans Diary of  a Chambermaid.”

Aude Jehan, University of  Alberta, Canada. “Octave Mirbeau 
et la naissance du sentiment anti-impérialiste en France 
Ã  la fin du XIXe siècle.”

Olga Amarie, Georgia Southern University. “Correspondance 
: Les pensées et les émotions d’Octave Mirbeau sur le 
théâtre.”

Thursday, October 16  • 12:00 - 1:30 PM
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THURSDAY, 1:45 - 3:15 PM

ASIAN STUDIES� SKYLINE A
Chinese Literature and Film Since 1900, Session I: Memory, Play 
and Activism: New Directions in Modern Chinese Literature 
Chair: Andrew Kauffman, University of  Nevada, Las Vegas

Daniela Licandro, Tallinn University (Estonia). “Ethics of  
Memory and Care in Mei Zhi’s The Past is Like Smoke.”

Siyun Pan, University of  British Columbia. “The Affective 
Alternative: Imagining Activism Through Fanfiction in 
China.”

BRITISH STUDIES� WILLOW A
Romanticism 
Chair: JT Rucker, Oklahoma State University

Annika Armstrong, University of  Colorado, Boulder. 
“Education and Agency in Valperga: Surprising Hope 
in the Face of  Predictable Tyranny.”

David Smith, University of  Science and Arts of  Oklahoma. 
“Sympathetic Imagination in Romantic Poetry: 
Promoting the Human(e) in the age of  ChatGPT and 
Social Media.”

JT Rucker, Oklahoma State University. “‘She was the Universe’: 
Gender and the Sublime in Lord Byron’s ‘Darkness’.”

Thursday, October 16  • 1:45 - 3:15 PM
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ENGLISH-US & CANADIAN STUDIES� CORBIN
American Nineteenth Century Literature
Chair: Jeff  Miller, Gonzaga University

Mara Reisman, Northern Arizona University. “Subversive 
Domesticity in E.D.E.N. Southworth’s The Hidden 
Hand.”

Jeff  Miller, Gonzaga University. “Charting Melville: Maps, 
Navigation, and the Metaphysical Sea.”

GENERAL TOPICS� CORBIN
Science Fiction Literature and Film - CANCELED

SPECIAL TOPICS� SKYLINE B
Women in French III: Revisiting the Past: Women of  the French-
Speaking World 
Chair:  Glenn Fetzer, New Mexico State University

Elisabeth-Christine Muelsch, Angelo State University. “A 
Woman’s Revenge –  Pauline Laveau-Becker’s Interdite.”

Sylvie Blum-Reid, University of  Florida. “Gerda Taro, war 
photographer in 1930’s France.”

Jolene Vos-Camy, Calvin University. “La liberté de rire: 
subversion dans les romans de Mlle de la Force.”

Helen Chwienui, University of  New Mexico. “Jean-Marie 
Reno’s Une Feuille Dans le Vent and the Exposition’s 
Agency of  Female Resistance Against French 
Colonialism in post-colonial Cameroon.”

Thursday, October 16  • 1:45 - 3:15 PM
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THURSDAY, 3:30 - 5:00 PM

SPECIAL EVENTS� WILLOW B
Graduate Forum: Cover Letter, CV and Job Document 
Workshop—Special Focus for Graduate Students and Early 
Career Scholars entering the profession
Chair: Jill Dahlman, California Northstate University

Himanshi Arora, University of  New Mexico
Erik Juergensmeyer, Fort Lewis College
Gloria E. Poveda, California Northstate University
Shelli Rottschafer, Western Colorado University and 

University of  New Mexico.

Graduate students and participants in the Graduate Forum are invited to attend 
the Beyond the Frontier, Women in the Profession, and Graduate Forum Joint 

Reception on Friday evening following the Beyond the Frontier Keynote  
in Willow B from 5:00-6:30 PM.

ASIAN STUDIES� SKYLINE A
Chinese Literature and Film Since 1900, Session II: Narrating the 
Intimate:  Aging, Death, Womanhood in Chinese Cultural Narratives
Chair: Daniela Licandro, Tallinn University (Estonia)

Andrew Kauffman, University of  Nevada, Las Vegas. 
“Technologies of  Care: AI, Robots, and Elder Care in 
Contemporary Chinese Science Fiction.”

Charles Laughlin, The University of  Virginia. “Avenues 
of  Grief: Faces of  Death in Independent Chinese 
Documentaries.”

Lei Jin, College of  Charleston. “Spring Tide: Reconstructing 
Womanhood and Mother–Daughter Relationships.”

Thursday, October 16  • 3:30 - 5:00 PM
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FRENCH-FRANCOPHONE STUDIES� SKYLINE B
French Cultural and Literary Theory: Theorizing Carcerality in 
French and Francophone Contexts
Chair: Herve Tchumkam, Southern Methodist University 

Ariane Ngabeu, Howard University. “Femmes enchaînées, 
voix libérées :  La carcéralité et la quête de liberté chez 
Mariama Bâ et Fatou Diome.”

Herve Tchumkam, Southern Methodist University. “Bodies 
Without Faces: African Refugees in Fortress Europe.”

Ramon Fonkoue, University of  Minnesota. “Écrire derrière 
les barreaux au Cameroun : Essai d’appréhension d’un 
phénomène en vogue chez les figures déchues de l’état.” 

GENERAL TOPICS� FINCH
Literature and Science
Chair: Sydney Wilson, University of  New Mexico

Erin Consla, University of  New Mexico. “Beyond Sight: 
Sensorial Epistemologies in Sand’s Indiana.”

Bethany Martin, University of  Nebraska, Lincoln. “Re-
imagined Bodies in Sci-Fi Short Stories by V. Castro.”

Sydney Wilson, University of  New Mexico. “Cuerpos, Poder 
y Ética: Un análisis corporal en El Cadáver Exquisito.”

Sutirtho Roy, University of  California, San Diego. “’I am 
Rozzum 7134, but you can Call Me Roz’: Analyzing the 
Liberatory Potential of  Ecological Robots through an 
Intersectional Materialist Lens.” 

Thursday, October 16  • 3:30 - 5:00 PM
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SPANISH & PORTUGUESE STUDIES� CORBIN
Spanish for Specific Purposes “Español para propósitos 
específicos”  
Chair: Eduardo Caro Melendez, Camelback Montessori College 

Preparatory 
Helen Tarp, Idaho State University. “Increasing Spanish 

Proficiency among Health Professions Students: 
Standardized Patients, Promotoras, and the Physician 
Assistant Student.”

Blake DeLong, Colorado State University. “Bridging the 
Gap between Theory and Practice in Legal Interpreter 
Training (English-Spanish).”

Amalia Garzón, Northern Arizona University, Yuma. 
“Effectiveness of  the Business Spanish Certificate 
Program.”

Eduardo Caro Melendez, Camelback Montessori College 
Preparatory. “Implicaciones de la IA (AI) en el español 
para las profesiones o para propósitos específicos.”

SPECIAL TOPICS� WILLOW A
Milton
Chair: Jennifer Topale, Kutztown University

Jennifer Topale, Kutztown University. “Milton’s ‘Unkind’ 
Daughters: Painting Assumptions.”

Dennis D. McDaniel, Saint Vincent College. “Chastity and 
the Androgynous Mind: Milton’s Influence on Woolf.”

THURSDAY, 5:00 - 8:00 PM

SPECIAL EVENTS� RIVERFRONT BALLROOM
Sterling Keynote Speaker followed by Opening Reception

“The Media Ecology of  Modernism:  
A (Literary) Walking Tour”

Michael Wutz, Weber State University

Thursday, October 16  • 3:30 - 5:00 PM | 5:00 - 8:00 PM
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Friday, October 17

FRIDAY, 7:30 - 10:30 AM

SPECIAL EVENTS� REGISTRATION AREA
Coffee/Tea Service

FRIDAY, 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
 

REGISTRATION� REGISTRATION DESK
Convention Check-In & On-Site Registration

FRIDAY, 7:30 - 10:00 AM

SPECIAL EVENTS� LIBERTY BOARDROOM
Editorial Board Meeting (Closed Meeting)
Chair: Joy Landeira, University of  Wyoming

FRIDAY, 8:30 - 10:00 AM

ASIAN STUDIES� WILLOW B
Asia and Its Diaspora, Critical Analysis, Session I
Chair: Michael Wutz, Weber State University

Sri Craven, Portland State University. “Identity Politics, 
Pedagogy, and Narrative Excess in Viet Thanh 
Nguyen’s ‘The Sympathizer’.”

Jaspal Kaur Singh, Northern Michigan University/Oregon 
State University. “Queer and Trans Identity in Indian 
and Sikh Literature and Culture.”

Friday, October 17 • 7:30 - 10:30 AM | 8:30 - 10:00 AM
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ASIAN STUDIES� FINCH RM 
Asian Comparative Literature and Film, Session IV: Aesthetic 
Explorations of  Word, Sound, and Image
Chair: Jiayi Tan, University of  Massachusetts, Amherst.

Han Chen, Arizona State University. “Human, Nature and 
Politics in Xie Lingyun and Wang Wei’s Poetry.”

Haoze Guan, Columbia University. “The Second Dimension 
of  Narrative: Film Music as Hidden Transcript.”

Qiyan Chen, University of  California, San Diego. “The 
Quest(ion) of  Being: Reading the Art of  Xu Bing 
through Heidegger.”

ASIAN STUDIES� SKYLINE A
Chinese Literature and Film Since 1900, Session III: Speculative 
Visions and Material Worlds: Love, Labor, and Crisis in Modern 
Chinese Culture 
SESSION CANCELED - see p. 50, Session IV

BRITISH STUDIES� WILLOW A
English Nineteenth-Century Literature, Session I
SESSION CANCELED - see page. 51, session 2

Friday, October 17 •  8:30 - 10:00 AM
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SPANISH & PORTUGUESE STUDIES� GRANT
Asociación Internacional de Literatura Femenina Hispánica 
(AILFH)
Chair: Verónica Quezada, Soka University of  America

Demetrio Anzaldo-González, Independent Scholar. “Palabra 
e imagen en Rosario Castellanos Figueroa.” 

Guadalupe Pérez-Anzaldo, University of  Missouri-Columbia. 
“El activismo social en Reyna Grande y Julissa Arce.”

Verónica Quezada, Soka University of  America. “La 
resemantización de la maternidad y el maternar en 
Cherríe Moraga y Brenda Navarro.”

Friday, October 17 • 8:30 - 10:00 AM
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SPECIAL TOPICS� SKYLINE B
Women in French IV: Postcolonial Narratives and Diasporic 
Perspectives in Francophone Cinema
Chair: Amina Saidou, James Madison University

Chimène Dupuis, University of  Minnesota. “Decolonizing 
Memory: Lumumba’s Legacy and the Politics of  
Reappropriation in Raoul Peck’s Lumumba (2000).”

Luc Bonhomme, University of  Louisiana at Lafayette. 
“Cinéma de la mémoire insurgée : hantise politique 
et lutte contre le néocolonialisme dans Moloch Tropical 
(2009) de Raoul Peck.”

Gérard Keubeung, Stony Brook University, New York. 
“Banlieusards de Kerry James et Leila Syr : Entre 
déterminisme social et malédiction des origines.”

Amina Saidou, James Madison University. “Spiritualité 
africaine et identité postcoloniale dans Sankofa et 
Atlantique. Entre résistance et réappropriation.”

WRITING PROGRAMS� AUDUBON
Writing across the Curriculum
Chair: Erik Juergensmeyer, Fort Lewis College

Chase Bollig,  Gonzaga University. “Designing Custom AI 
for Writing across the Curriculum: Capturing Student 
Behavior and Cultivating Critical AI Literacy.”

Brad Benz, Denver University and Fredrica Eduaful, Johns 
Hopkins University. “Growing and Sustaining WAC in 
STEM.”

David Reamer, University of  Tampa. “Academic Integrity in 
the Age of  Artificial Intelligence.”

Friday, October 17 • 8:30 - 10:00 AM



 FALL 2025 CONVENTION   Spokane, Washington	

50

FRIDAY, 10:15 - 11:45 AM

SPECIAL EVENTS� CORBIN
Women in the Profession Workshop

“Testimonios of  Care: Feminist Latina/x and Chicana/x 
Perspectives on Caregiving Praxis.”

Chair: Gloria E. Poveda, California Northstate University
Yvette Flores, University of  California, Davis

Natalia Deeb-Soussa, University of  California, Davis
Angie Chabram, University of  California, Davis

ASIAN STUDIES� WILLOW B
Asia and Its Diaspora, Critical Analysis, Session II
Chair: Sri Craven, Portland State University

Michael Wutz, Weber State University. “‘Roman Stories’ 
and the Burden of  Name(lessness), or, Is Nomen est 
Omen?.”

Farah Siddiqui, University of  Texas, Dallas “Empathic Framing 
and Poetic Denunciation in Guru Dutt’s ‘Pyaasa’.”

ASIAN STUDIES� FINCH  
Asian Comparative Literature and Film, Session V: Reimagining 
Sinophone Worlds
Chair: Song Huang, University of  Virginia.

Jiyuan Ren, University of  South Carolina. “From Localism to 
Translocalism: Reimagining the Root in Chang Kuei-
hsing’s Nanyang Literature.”

Jiayi Tan, University of  Massachusetts Amherst. “Boundar-
ies and Transgressions: Political-Religious Narratives, 
Feminine Perspectives, and Fluid Localism in Ho Sok 
Fong’s Short Stories.”

Friday, October 17 • 10:15 - 11:45 AM 
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ASIAN STUDIES� SKYLINE A
Chinese Literature and Film Since 1900, Session IV: Critical 
Crossings: Literature, Minorities, Migration, and Gender in 
Modern China
Chair: Andrew Kauffman, University of  Nevada, Las Vegas

Sijia Yao, Soka University of  America. “AI and Love in Chinese 
Speculative Fiction.”

Sandy Zhang, Southern Utah University. “Wu Liang and 
Literary Criticism in Contemporary Chinese Literature.”

Haining Ren, University of  Alberta. “Language as Resistance: 
In Search of  Pure Expression in Southern Minority 
Culture in Post-Mao Literature.”

Junshen Wu, University of  British Columbia. “Becoming 
a Fake Person: Fake ID Cards and the Self-Crisis of  
Internal Migration in 1990s China.”

BRITISH STUDIES� WILLOW A
English Nineteenth-Century Literature, Session II: Gender, 
Education, and Training
Chair: Michael Hatch, Arizona State University

Audrey Carranza, University of  the Incarnate Word. “Origins 
of  the Wester Vampire: A Close Reading of  Sheridan 
Le Fanu’s ‘Carmilla’ as the Foundation of  the New 
Vampire.”

Emma K. Dalgety, University of  Mobile. “‘Let Us Explain 
and Understand One Another’ Accomplishment and 
Educational Philosophy in Jane Eyre.”

Michael Hatch, Arizona State University. “Excising the 
Diamond’s Flaws: Narrative Control over Rachel 
Verinder in The Moonstone.”

Megan N. Fontenot, University of  Georgia. “The Gendered 
Politics of  (Re)Production in Margaret Oliphant’s 
Hester.”

Friday, October 17 • 10:15 - 11:45 AM
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SPANISH & PORTUGUESE STUDIES� GRANT
Prisma crítico de literatura hispanoamericana contemporánea
Chair: Javier González, California State University, Channel Islands

Juan Ishikawa, California State University, Fullerton. “Tres 
poemas de José Watanabe: Un estudio en base al 
humor.”

Eric Carbajal, California State University, Fullerton. “Cuerpos 
terrenales: el impacto afectivo de la violencia política 
en la novela latinoamericana contemporánea.”

Javier González, California State University, Channel Islands. 
“La Grabadora: Artefactos de una historia alternativa.”

SPECIAL TOPICS� MANITO
Languages of  Home-Place When Writing on Eco-Poetics
Chair: Shelli Rottschafer, Western Colorado University and University 

of  New Mexico
Shelli Rottschafer, Western Colorado University and 

University of  New Mexico. “The Language of  
Querencia: My Green Vista.”

Maya Jewell Zeller, Central Washington University and 
Western Colorado University. “Spores & Rhizomes: 
Lyric Prose.”

Sasha Wohlpart, Western Colorado University. “The Human 
& Animal Heart-Space Is Its Own Kind of  Language.”

Sarah Goettsch, Western Colorado University. “Home as a 
Thread in Eco-Poetry.”

Friday, October 17 • 10:15 - 11:45 AM



ROCKY MOUNTAIN MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION

53

SPECIAL TOPICS� SKYLINE B
Women in French V: Representation of  Repression in 
Contemporary Francophone Women’s Writings 
Chair: Patience Ajeibi Odeh, University of  Connecticut

Marina Dikosso-Bebe, Pennsylvania State University. “A 
Voice of  her own: Repression and Self-empowerment 
in Khadi Hane’s Des Fourmis dans la bouche.”

Danica Guerrero, Independent Scholar. “Refusing Repression 
in Marie-Célie Agnant’s Le livre d’Emma.”

Patience Ajeibi Odeh, University of  Connecticut. “L’in-
surgence indicible: Une lecture d’Adikou de Raphaëlle 
Red.”

WRITING PROGRAMS� AUDUBON
Writing Programs
Chair: Brad Benz, University of  Denver

Kelly Kinney, University of  Wyoming. “Meanwhile, Back 
in Wyoming: 40 Years of  Writing Program Labor 
Solidarity at the University of  Wyoming.”

Erik Juergensmeyer, Fort Lewis College. “The WPA as 
Change Agent?: Writing Programs and Community 
Engagement.”

Corey McCullough, Fort Lewis College. “‘Work of  National 
Importance’ and ‘One Dam Thing After Another’: 
Student Research and Writing about Place-based 
Archives.”

Friday, October 17 • 10:15 - 11:45 AM
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FRIDAY, 11:45 AM - 1:15 PM

SPECIAL EVENTS� RIVERFRONT BALLROOM
Keynote Luncheon

“Rethinking Scholarly Publishing: 
Putting Scholars in Control”

Mike Palmquist, Colorado State University 
Friday, 11:45 AM - 1:15 PM

FRIDAY, 1:30 - 3:00 PM

ASIAN STUDIES� SKYLINE A
Chinese Literature and Film Since 1900, Session V
Writing Across Worlds: Sinophone Literature from Hong Kong 
to Chinese America
Chair: Sijia Yao, Soka University of  America

Gail Kehan Liu, Temple University. “Who Are the Privileged: 
(Post-)Neoliberalism and Meritocracy in Contemporary 
Chinese American Novels.”

Hao Sun, University of  South Carolina. “A Critical 
Reconstruction of  Sinophone Studies —A Response 
to ‘Against Diaspora’.”

Miao Dou, Northern Arizona University. “When Ernü 
Became Youth: The Feminist Shift in Late Qing Novel 
Free Marriage (1903).”

ASIAN STUDIES� FINCH 
Chinese Poetry Session I: Technology and Regionalism in Chinese 
Poetry
Chair: Meiling Xiao, University of  Alberta

Zihan Feng, Washinton University. “The Cloud of  Generating 
or the Mist of  Groping? The Informational Poetics in 
Liu Cixin’s ‘Computer Poet’.”

Tongwei Yi, Arizona State University. “Minority, Marginality, 
and Mythology: Reading the Epics in Southwest China 
as Literary Ethnography.”

Ngoi Hui Chien, University of  Southern California. “British 
Imperial Afterlives in Malaysian Chinese Culture: 
Sinopoetry in Contemporary Malaysia.”

Friday, October 17 • 11:45 AM - 1:15 PM  | 1:30 - 3:00 PM
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BRITISH STUDIES� WILLOW A
English Nineteenth-Century Literature, Session III:  
Space, Place, and Belonging
Chair: Michael Hatch, Arizona State University

Ingrid Ranum, Gonzaga University. “Reading the City and 
Fashioning Critics: Dickens’s Boz and the Culture of  
Clothes.”

Elizabeth Marszalek, Rutgers University-Camden. “Traumatic 
Thirdspace in Wuthering Heights.”

Kailey Pire, Rutgers University-Camden. “Finding Agency 
through Liminal Spaces in Bronte’s Villette.”

FRENCH-FRANCOPHONE STUDIES� SKYLINE B
French Literature since 1800
Chair: E. Nicole Meyer, Augusta University

Jérémy Labbé, East Tennessee State University. “Jean Genet, 
Actor, Martyr, Dandy of  the Poor and the Criminal.”

E. Nicole Meyer, Augusta University. “When One Returns and 
the Other Does Not: The Importance of  Witnessing the 
Holocaust in Marceline Loridan-Ivens’ Et tu n’es pas revenu.”

Nancy Arenberg, University of  Arkansas. “Resisting 
Entrapment: The Search for Freedom in Leïla Sebbar’s 
Sept Filles.” 

GENDER STUDIES	� CORBIN
Women’s Voices in Poetry and Prose
Chair: Juliet Beckman, Arapahoe Community College

Juliet Beckman, Arapahoe Community College. “Mary Shelley 
and the Zeitgeist of  Maternal Agency in Frankenstein.”

Marta Tarré Boris, University of  Idaho. “Matricentric 
Feminism, Religion, and Identity: Exploring the 
Intersection of  Maternal Practices and Religious Beliefs 
in the academia.”

Friday, October 17 • 1:30 - 3:00 PM
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LINGUISTICS� AUDUBON
General and Applied Linguistics, Session I
Chair: Dallin D. Oaks, Brigham Young University

Susan McKay, Weber State University. “Patterns of  Change in 
American Standard English: A Look from the Quarter-
Century Mark.”

Faith Locke and Reese Rugg, Brigham Young University. 
“Diminutive Suffixes in Ecuadorian Quichua: Forms 
and Uses”

Joshua D. Bonzo, Washington State University. “Autonomy 
and Foreign Language Learner Writing Fluency.”

PEDAGOGY� WILLOW B
Beyond the Frontier: Workshop on Authentic Assignments
Chair: Lara Hansen-Morse, University of  Nevada, Reno.

Jill Dahlman, California Northstate University. “Explosive 
and Engaging: Partnering with National Parks & 
Monuments for Authentic Assignments to Increase 
Student Engagement.”

SPANISH & PORTUGUESE STUDIES� GRANT
New Spanish/Latin American Cinema, Session I:  
Latin American Cinema Confronting Conflict
Chair Joy Landeira, University of  Wyoming 

Sergio Restrepo Mesa, Carroll College. “Desposesiones, 
inserciones controladas y sistemas inmunitarios: el 
Neoliberalismo en El gran movimiento de Kiro Russo.”

Marin Laufenberg, Idaho State University. “Impertinent 
Playfulness. Looking at the Echoes of  the Argentine 
Dictatorship through the Lens of  the Youngest 
Generation. Post-Post-Memory in Estertor (2022).”

Amanda Hussein, Washington State University. “So…why 
did she stay? An analysis of  gender, race, and colonized 
consciousness in the film Dólares de arena.”

Friday, October 17 • 1:30 - 3:00 PM
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THEORY/CRITICISM/COMPARATIVE STUDIES� MANITO
Rhetorical Theory
Chair: Andrea Stark Bishop, Harding University

Crystal Harris, University of  Central Arkansas. “Student 
Rhetoric on the Diaspora: The Barrier Between 
Awareness and Learning.”

Kendra Vanderlip, University of  Memphis. “On the Rhetoric 
of  Truth-Telling in Creative Nonfiction.”

Andrea Stark Bishop, Harding University. “Girl Boss Talk: 
Capturing the Rhetorical Influence of  Female Leaders.”

Sienna Patten, Harding University. “The Rhetorical Power of  
the Poem: Poetry as a Therapeutic Response.” 

FRIDAY, 3:15 - 4:45 PM

ASIAN STUDIES� SKYLINE A
Chinese Literature Before 1900, Session I:  
Thoughts, Emotions, and Transcendence in Pre-Modern 
Chinese Philosophical Reflections and Narratives
Chair: Yiyi Luo, University of  Massachusetts, Amherst

Leyi Zhou, University of  Michigan. “The Records of  Music 
and Its Era: Compilation, Transmission, Cultural and 
Political Context in Western Han China.”

Weilin Kao, University of  Washington. “Buddhist Metaphysical 
Perspectives in The Plum in the Golden Vase (Jin Ping Mei).”

Sherry Qu, New York University. “Simplicity in Ghosts, 
Complexity in Humanity: A Critical Analysis of  
Selected Stories from Strange Tales from a Chinese Studio 
(聊斋志异).”

Friday, October 17 • 1:30 - 3:00 PM | 3:15 - 4:45 PM
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ASIAN STUDIES� FINCH 
Chinese Poetry Session II: Chinese Poetry’s Dialogues with 
South Asian Spiritualism
Chair: Géraldine Fiss, University of  California, San Diego

Carole Hang-fung, Hoyan, Chinese University of  Hong 
Kong. “Cross-Cultural Dialogues: Bing Xin, Tagore, and 
the Aesthetic Education Movement.”

William Chin-fung Ng, Goethe University Frankfurt. 
“Salvationist Visions in the Buddhist Poetry of  Late Qing 
and Republican China.”

GENERAL TOPICS� WILLOW A
Literature and Time
Chair: Kristy L. Ulibarri,  University of  Denver

Catherine Kim, University of  Denver. “Possible Worlds in 
Jorge Luis Borges.”

Kristy L. Ulibarri, University of  Denver. “The Architecture 
of  Memory in Carmen Maria Machado’s In the Dream 
House.”

Halley Roberts,  University of  Denver. “Gothic Time: 
Materials, Assemblages, and Object Nostalgia in Shirley 
Jackson’s The Sundial.”

Nonye Ahumibe,  University of  Denver. “Temporalities, 
Racial and Class Differences: A Postcolonial Reading 
of  Jamaica Kincaid’s See Now Then.”

Michael Pringle, Gonzaga University. “‘Almost Fairy Time’: 
Diegetic vs Supernatural Time in Macbeth and A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream.”

Friday, October 17 •  3:15 - 4:45 PM
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GERMANIC STUDIES� CORBIN
German Literature from the Past to the Present
Chair: Albrecht Classen, University of  Arizona.

Albrecht Classen, University of  Arizona. “Hans Sachs’s Self-
Reflections and Literary Analysis: Autobiography and 
Critical Self-Presentation.”

Jeff  Packer, Utah Valley University. “’Ungeschriebenes zu 
Sprachen Verhärtet’: Toward an Intertextual Analysis 
of  Hofmannsthal’s Andreas and the Poetry of  Paul 
Celan.”

Walter Tschacher, Chapman University. “Galsan Tschinag: 
Der Wanderer zwischen den Kulturen.”

Caroline Keller-Gober, University of  New Mexico. 
“Überfordert, überarbeitet, überrepräsentiert: Die 
Rolle des Lehrers in Narrativen des 21. Jahrhunderts.”

Katrin Schröter, University of  New Mexico. “Grenzgänger 
zwischen den Welten – Die Prosa und Lyrik von 
Thomas Brasch.”

LINGUISTICS� AUDUBON
General and Applied Linguistics, Session II 
Chair: Susan McKay, Weber State University 

Dallin D. Oaks, Brigham Young University. “Nearly Dead 
But Not Quite: Some Contemporary Appearances of  
‘What’ as a Relative Pronoun in English.” 

Maryn Perschon, Brigham Young University. “Analyzing 
Language Aspects of  Romantic Revolutionaries: A 
Linguistic Comparison of  Wollstonecraft and Paine’s 
‘Rights of  Man’.”

Ian Michalski, Roanoke College. “The Social Meaning of  
Spanish Future-Time Expression: A Look at L1 and 
L2 Attitudes.”

Irene Checa-García, University of  Wyoming. “Sentence 
Elaboration across Languages: Is it Really Universal 
or Are We Introducing a Bias from English when 
Interpreting Results in Other Languages?”

Friday, October 17 • 3:15 - 4:45 PM
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PEDAGOGY� WILLOW B
Beyond the Frontier: Innovations in Composition, Session I
Chair: Jane Chapman Vigil, Metropolitan State University of  Denver

Kathleen Mollick, Tarleton State University. “Labors of  Love 
and Loss: The Legacies of  Edwin Hopkins and Randall 
L. Popken, Writing Program Administrators.”

Jane Chapman Vigil and Jessica L. Parker,, Metropolitan 
State University of  Denver. “A Modest Proposal 
Against the FYW Research Paper”

SPECIAL TOPICS� SKYLINE B
Writing Trauma Survival
Chair: E. Nicole Meyer, Augusta University

Nana Yaa Gyamfi, Mississippi State University. “Facing the 
Absurd: Writing of  Trauma and Existentialism in  Le 
Mythe de Sisyphe by Albert Camus and La Fièvre by J.M.G 
Le Clézio.”

Lovia Mondésir, Tufts University. “Féminité et visibilité dans 
Rosalie, L’Infâme d’Evelyne Trouillot.”

Megan Doney, New River Community College, VA. “When the 
Professor is a Survivor, too: Teaching, Trauma, and Writing.”

Emmanuel Kofi Somali, Mississippi State University. “Writing 
Trauma in French Literature: A Comparative Study of  
Eugène Ionesco’s Rhinoceros and Emile Zola’s Germinal.”

Friday, October 17 • 3:15 - 4:45 PM
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SPANISH & PORTUGUESE STUDIES� GRANT
New Spanish/Latin American Cinema, Session II:  
Latin American Identity and Marginalization
Chair Joy Landeira, University of  Wyoming 

Parker Shaw, Eastern Washington University. “An Ecocritical 
Approach to Caraballo and Norzi’s Psychedelic Film 
Icaros: A Vision (2016).”

FRIDAY, 5:00 - 6:30 PM

SPECIAL EVENTS� SKYLINE A
Asian Studies Reception

Friday, 5:00-6:30 PM

SPECIAL EVENTS� GRANT 
Spanish Writer’s Forum Followed by Reception

“MLA en acción: Del formato a la escritura con estilo”
Conxita Domènech, University of  Wyoming

SPECIAL EVENTS� SKYLINE B 
Women in French Keynote Followed by Reception

“Editing Women: From Silence to Voice”
Marijn Kaplan, Professor Emeritus, University of  North Texas

SPECIAL EVENTS� WILLOW B
Writer’s Forum Feature Presentation
“Using Writing Across the Curriculum  

to Foster Learning and Critical Thinking”
Mike Palmquist, Colorado State University 

Followed by Reception  
for Beyond the Frontier, Graduate Forum, and Women in the Profession 

Friday, October 17 • 3:15 - 4:45 PM | 5:00 - 6:30 PM
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FRIDAY, 6:30 - 8:00 PM

FRENCH-FRANCOPHONE STUDIES� SKYLINE B
RMMLA Poets Read their Poems in French
Chair: E. Nicole Meyer, Augusta University

Luc Bonhomme, University of  Lousiana at Lafayette
Evelyne Bornier, Auburn University
Maurice Tetné, Purdue University
Latifa Zoulagh, Bowie State University

SPANISH & PORTUGUESE STUDIES� GRANT 
RMMLA Poets Read Their Works in Spanish
Chair: Felipe Fiuza, East Tennessee State University

Demetrio Anzaldo-González, Independent Scholar.
Joy Landeira, University of  Wyoming
Felipe Fiuza, East Tennessee State University 

SPECIAL TOPICS� WILLOW A
RMMLA Poets Read their Works in English
Chair: Lori Howe, University of  Wyoming

Lori Howe, University of  Wyoming. “An Incomplete List 
of  All Exotic States of  Matter: Cadralore and Other 
Poems.”

Janeen Shewell Hopkins, Weber State University. “untitled.”
Marie Marchand, Naropa University. “Mostly Sweet, Lovely, 

Human Things.”
Laura Read, Spokane Falls Community College. “The Serious 

World.”
Lindsay Wilson, Truckee Meadows Community College. 

“The Day Gives Us so Many Ways to Eat.”

SPECIAL TOPICS� AUDUBON 
RMMLA Prose Authors Read their Works in English
Chair: Raluca Comanelea, University of  Nevada, Las Vegas

Rob Carney, Utah Valley University. “Rivers and Other Origin 
Stories.”

Raluca Comanelea, University of  Nevada Las Vegas. “Tata.”

Friday, October 17 • 6:30 - 8:00 PM 
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Saturday, October 18
SATURDAY, 7:30 - 10:30 AM

SPECIAL EVENTS� REGISTRATION  AREA
Coffee/Tea Service & Convention Check-In & On-Site Registration

SATURDAY, 8:30 - 10:00 AM

ASIAN STUDIES� MANITO 
Asian Drama and Performance, Session I
Chair: Zhuoyang Scofield Zou, Harvard University

Zhuohao Li, University of  Alberta. “Water as a Root Metaphor 
in Chinese Contemporary Dance.”

Qingyi Zeng, University of  Michigan. “Performing Vision, 
Perceiving Endangerment: Failed Encounters with 
Cetaceans in Taiwan’s Western Waters.”

Feifan Li, University of  Chicago. “Performing After-hours: 
Workers’ Cultural Production at the Margins of  Factory 
Labor in Great  Leap Forward Shanghai.”

Zhuoyang Scofield Zou, Harvard University. “Precarity, 
Performance, and the Limit of  Queer Archive in The 
Two Lives of  Li Ermao.”

ASIAN STUDIES� SKYLINE A
Chinese Literature Before 1900, Session II: Gender, Reclusion, 
and Literary Identity in Medieval Chinese Poetry
Chair: Lili Xia, Barnard College

Yiyi Luo, University of  Massachusetts, Amherst. “Beyond 
Hermitage: Unveiling Reclusive Realms in Early 
Medieval Chinese Poetry.”

Christian Pak, University of  Alberta. “A Preliminary Review 
of  Chen Zi’ang’s (fl.ca. 658-699) Daoist Thoughts: 
From the ‘Preface for Seeing off  Several Perfected 
Men of  the Central Marchmont’.”

Saturday, October 18 •  7:30 - 10:30 AM | | 8:30 - 10:00 AM
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BRITISH STUDIES� WILLOW A
Old English
Chair: J.D. Thayer, Gonzaga University

Peter Fields, Midwestern State University, Texas. “The 
eacencraeftig charm: The Curse Upon the Dragon Hoard 
in Beowulf.”

J.D. Thayer, Gonzaga University. “The Other Beowulf.”

PEDAGOGY� WILLOW B
Beyond the Frontier: Workshop on AI
Chair: Jill Dahlman, California Northstate University

Nicholas Valley, California Northstate University. “Designing 
Assignment Stews: Recipes w/ a Pinch/Dash/
Dollop(Dalek?) of  AI.”

SPECIAL TOPICS� AUDUBON 
Pedagogy. Communicative Strategies in the World Language 
Classroom
Chair: Chris Picicci, Colorado State University, Pueblo

Luis Garcia-Torvisco, Gonzaga University. “Eliciting Student 
Oral Engagement in Content-Based Spanish Classes – 
Principles, Strategies, and Activities.”

J. Arturo García Osorio, Gonzaga University. “Language 
Learning: Using Multimedia Tools for Effective 
Presentational Communication.”

Danilo León, Columbia College. “Adopting and Adapting: 
How I Turned a National Endowment for the 
Humanities Institute into Meaningful Communicative 
Spanish Lessons.”

Chris Picicci, Colorado State University, Pueblo. “Proficiency-
Oriented Communication Using Open Educational 
Resources.”

Saturday, October 18 • 8:30 - 10:00 AM
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SPECIAL TOPICS� GRANT
Poesía de la Generación de 1927 
Chair: Joy Landeira, University of  Wyoming

Vilma Navarro-Daniels, Washington State University. 
“Carmen Conde, poeta de la guerra civil española.”

Sierra Clark, University of  Wyoming. “Ecos de ‘la sombra’ a 
través de la poesía de Concha Méndez.”

Sarah Konrad, University of  Wyoming. “Concha Mendez: 
Aventurera del hielo y de la nieve.”

Julián Delgadillo-Lovato, University of  Wyoming. “Federico 
García Lorca y la traición de Salvador Dalí, Luis Buñuel 
y Emilio Aladrén en ‘Fabula y rueda de los tres amigos’.”

THEORY/CRITICISM/COMPARATIVE STUDIES� FINCH
Comparative Literature (Open Topic)  
Chair: Carla Damiano, Eastern Michigan University

Alan Johnson, Idaho State University. “Whose World, Whose 
Literatures?: Reading and Writing Beyond Borders.”

Carla Damiano, Eastern Michigan University. “Literary 
Lessons by German Author Walter Kempowski: What 
Can be Learned from the Novel  All for Nothing.”

José Negroni Cicerchia, Rice University. “Autofiction and 
Pinochet’s Children.”

Saturday, October 18 • 8:30 - 10:00 AM
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SATURDAY, 10:15 - 11:45 AM

ASIAN STUDIES� MANITO
Asian Drama and Performance, Session II
Chair: Yucong Hao, Vanderbilt University 

Yucong Hao, Vanderbilt University. “Performing Timbre: 
Acoustic Mediation in Contemporary Chinese Sound 
Media.”

Shuangting Xiong, Bard College. “Revolution and 
Melodrama: Performing Female Revolutionary Heroes 
on Stage and Screen.”

Lu Zheng, University of  Arizona. “The Intersection of  
Artistic Practice and Social Change: Struggle in Chinese 
Community Theatre.”

Fenglin Selina Ju, University of  Michigan. “Reshaping 
Popular Amateurism: Sound, Technology, and Online 
Radio Drama in China.”

ASIAN STUDIES� SKYLINE A
Chinese Literature Before 1900, Session III: Literary and Material 
Culture in the Song Dynasty
Chair: Yiyi Luo, University of  Massachusetts, Amherst

Hanqi Zhou, Stanford University. “From Pleasure Quarters 
to Inner Quarters – Ex-courtesans in Song Dynasty 
Families.”

Chenxin Guo, The Chinese University of  Hong Kong. “Always 
at My Side: The Literati Screen in Tang-Song Literature 
from Sensory and Literary Perspectives.”

Lili Xia, Barnard College. “Visual Images of  Su Shi in Jin 
Literati Culture (1115-1234).”

Saturday, October 18 • 10:15 - 11:45 AM
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BRITISH STUDIES � WILLOW A
English Literature since 1900 
Chair: Peter Fields, Midwestern State University, Texas

Yinuo Zhang, University of  Pennsylvania. “Understanding 
Woolf  and Eliot’s Philosophy of  Life through Water 
Imagery inTo the Lighthouse, The Waste Land, and Four 
Quartets.”

Kristen Hague, Colorado Mesa University. “Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde: Rethinking Duality Through the Yamas and 
Niyamas.”

ENGLISH-US & CANADIAN STUDIES� CORBIN
Western, Southwestern, Chicano, Mexican American, and Native 
American Literature
Chair: Shelli Rottschafer, Western Colorado University and University 

of  New Mexico
Amanda Stevens,  Idaho State University. “’We were Here all 

along’: The Reconciliation of  Black Western Fiction.”
Aniqa Jahangeer, Idaho State University. “Indigenous 

Monstrosities and their Pedagogical Value for Teaching 
Climate Trauma and Ecohorror.”

FILM STUDIES� FINCH
Film (Open Topic), Session I CANCELED

Saturday, October 18 • 10:15 - 11:45 AM
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PEDAGOGY� WILLOW B
Beyond the Frontier: Innovations in Composition, Session II
Chair: Jessica L. Parker,, Metropolitan State University of  Denver

Joshua Anthony, Gonzaga University. “Exploratory Projects 
for Teaching Form and Process.”

Meredith McKinnie, University of  Louisiana, Monroe. 
“Writing in Tandem: Drafting Journals for Corequisite 
Writing Students.”

Devon Hoxer, Independent Scholar. “Cultivating Authentic 
Student Voice in Composition Instruction.”

PEDAGOGY� AUDUBON
Practical Approaches to Teaching Language
Chair: LaVona Reeves. Eastern Washington University

Sabine Davis, Washington State University. “Protest Songs / 
Chansons engagées  to Teach Culture and Intermediate 
Grammar in College.”

LaVona Reeves, Eastern Washington University. “Let’s Draw 
& Journal About Victor Hugo’s Simple Poems & 
Daughters.”

Kayo Niimi, Washington State University. “The Role of  
Extensive Reading in Language Learning.”

Ryan Hallows, Carroll College. “Building a New Narrative 
for the Survival of  Language Programs: Insights on 
Curricular Revision and Implementation at Small 
Liberal Arts Colleges.”

Marian Karch Stordahl, University of  Wyoming. “Teaching 
Intermediate Language Learners: Recognizing Inter-
language.”

Saturday, October 18 • 10:15 - 11:45 AM
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SPANISH & PORTUGUESE STUDIES� GRANT
Peninsular Spanish Literature
Chair: Joy Landeira, University of  Wyoming 

Natalia Ruíz-Rubio, Eastern Washington University. 
“Economías de los afectos en la narrativa 
contemporánea española: memoria y silencios en la 
transmisión del pasado y su violencia.”

Sandra Ortiz-València, Averett University. “Hija del camino 
(2019) by Lucía Asué Mbomío: Arousing Racial 
Consciousness and Futurity.”

Mari Carmen Aguirre, University of  Wyoming. “El 
pensamiento de Miguel Hernández detrás del poema 
‘Rusia’.”

SATURDAY, 12:00 - 1:30 PM

ASIAN STUDIES� SKYLINE A
Chinese Poetry Session III Chinese Poetry’s American Dialogues
Chair: Christopher Lupke, University of  Alberta

Fay Feijie Zhen, Arizona State University. “Reinventing 
Du Fu: Eliot Weinberger’s The Life of  Tu Fu and the 
Transformation of  the Poet Sage.”

Michaela Mengxue Wu, Arizona State University. “Pound’s 
‘Quasi-Translation’: Toward the Infinite Conversation and 
the Unremitting Responsibility of  Translation.”

Meiling Xiao, University of  Alberta. “Chambers of  Resonance: 
Wallace Stevens’s Metapoetic Imageries and the Aesthetic 
Autonomy of  1990s Chinese Poetry.”

ENGLISH-US & CANADIAN STUDIES� CORBIN
Hemingway
Chair: Raluca Comanelea, University of  Nevada, Las Vegas 

Louie Galvan, University of  Nevada Las Vegas. “Hemingway’s 
Use of  the Picturesque: A Soldier’s Perspective.”

Wilfred Okiche, University of  Southern California. “Adapting 
Hemingway: Race and Gender in Big-Screen 
Adaptations of  To Have and Have Not.”

Charles Sumner, University of  Southern Mississippi. “Re-
Membering Jake’s Book: Hemingway’s Cuts to The Sun 
Also Rises.”

Saturday, October 18 • 10:15 - 11:45 AM | 12:00 - 1:30 PM
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FILM STUDIES� FINCH
Film (Open Topic), Session II
Chair: Luc Bonhomme, University of  Louisiana, Lafayette

Tom Tooley, Community College of  Denver. “Authenticity 
and Acts of  Refusal in Lakota Nation vs. The United 
States.”

PEDAGOGY� WILLOW B
Beyond the Frontier: Roundtable: Brave New World in Academia
Chair: Kyra Hudson, Weber State University
Respondent: Lara Hansen-Morse, University of  Nevada, Reno

Ryan Evans, Weber State University 
Meridee Calder, Utah Valley University
Makayla Martinez, Washington State University

Saturday, October 18 • 12:00 - 1:30 PM
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TECHNICAL & PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATION� MANITO
Classroom Applications: Community-Engaged Learning
Chair: Michael S. Knievel, University of  Wyoming

Holly Baker, Brigham Young University. “Engaging a Com-
munity of  Professional Authors in the Editing Class-
room.”

Geoff  Clegg,  Washington State University. “Anti-Capitalist 
Sustainability in the Service Learning Class: A Case Study. “

Shelton Weech,  Utah Valley University. “Technical Com- 
munication Land: The Community-Based Simulation in 
Technical Communication Pedagogy.”

Yan Zhang, University of  Wyoming. “Pokes Across Oceans: 
Integrating Community Service into Study Abroad in 
Malaysia.”

SATURDAY, 1:45 - 3:15 PM

SPECIAL EVENTS	�  WILLOW B
Writer Friendly Saturday Publishing Forum

Now that you’ve given a conference paper, take the next steps 
toward publication. A panel of  editors discusses how to write 
and publish articles, book reviews, dissertations, and books,  
with helpful guidance and responses to audience questions.

Chair: Joy Landeira, University of  Wyoming
Jill Dahlman, California Northstate University
Mike Palmquist, Colorado State University 
José I Suárez, University of  Northern Colorado, emeritus

Saturday, October 18 •  12:00 - 1:30 PM | 1:45 - 3:15 PM
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2025 STERLING KEYNOTE
 Michael Wutz, Weber State University

“The Media Ecology of  Modernism: A (Literary) Walking Tour”

Cultural thresholds typically invite intense reflections 
by academics. The moment a particular epoch 

or period is pronounced gone, it tends to become 
theorized and coated with a patina of  nostalgia. Now 
that much of  global culture is living in the digital world, 
analogue technologies are having their day once more. 
Being retro is (once more or once again) the new cool. 
These days, it’s fashionable to write on a “mechanical” 
typewriter, spin songs on vinyl, or take snaps with an old-fashioned camera. 

This keynote goes to the beginnings of  this cycle and invites listeners to go 
on a literary walking tour through the (pre)modern media ecology: that is, to 
the threshold of  postprint culture, when literature was beginning to have to 
compete with the camera, the phonograph, and the typewriter in the expanding 
marketplace of  inscription. If  writing worked by squeezing the world through 
the bottleneck of  letters, visual and sound recording technologies inscribed 
that very world directly onto its grooves or a chemical substrate/celluloid. 
How did writers and artists respond to the sudden appearance of  these new 
media technologies—technologies that challenged the long-held monopoly of  
literature (and painting) to represent the world and, in the process, realigned 
the media ecology of  modernism? This is the question Dr. Wutz takes up as he 
samples works that illustrate how the world of  literature began to contend with 
the brave new world of  audiovisuality.

Michael Wutz (PhD, Emory University) is Brady Presidential Distinguished Professor of  English at 
Weber State University, and the editor of  Weber - The Contemporary West. He is a teacher (but 
not lecturer) at heart and a longtime member of  RMMLA. Recent publications include essays on Amitav 
Ghosh and Jhumpa Lahiri, a volume of  original essays, E. L. Doctorow. A Reconsideration (with 
Julian Murphet, Edinburgh UP 2019), and an edition of  original essays by the late media theorist 
Friedrich Kittler, Operation Valhalla (with Geoffrey Winthrop-Young and Ilinca Iurasco, Duke UP 
2021). For more on his teaching and scholarship, see https://www.weber.edu/michaelwutz

THURSDAY, 5:00 - 8:00 PM� RIVERFRONT BALLROOM
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RMMLA 2025 KEYNOTE
Mike Palmquist, Colorado State University 

“Rethinking Scholarly Publishing:  
Putting Scholars in Control”

As academic publishing has increasingly been shaped 
by large publishers such as Springer, Taylor & 

Francis, Elsevier, Sage, and Wiley, numerous groups—
among them national governments, professional 
organizations, and groups of  entrepreneurial scholars—
have explored how they might counter the influence 
these publishers hold over what is published in leading 
journals and book series and how that work is distributed. 
Drawing on nearly three decades of  work with an open-
access publishing collaborative, this talk will focus on the affordances provided 
by open-access publishing, the role universities (and in particular English 
departments and university libraries) can play in it, and the value we attach as 
institutions to the work required to engage in the production of  high-quality, 
peer-reviewed scholarly work.

Combined Reception for Graduate Students, 
Women in the Profession, and Writer’s Forum to Follow the Workshop.

Mike Palmquist is Emeritus Professor and Emeritus Associate Provost at Colorado 
State University. His scholarly interests include writing across the curriculum, the effects of  
computer and network technologies on writing instruction, and new approaches to scholarly 
publishing. He is the author of  six books and more than 60 peer-reviewed articles and 
chapters in edited collections. Since 1997, he has served as founding editor and publisher 
of  the WAC Clearinghouse (https://wac.colostate.edu), a publishing collaborative that 
provides open-access to more than 235 open-access scholarly books, more than two-dozen 
refereed journals, and a wide range of  instructional and professional resources. In 2024, 
he was named the Conference on College Composition and Communication's Exemplar, 
an award that honors an individual whose “years of  service as an exemplar for our or-
ganization represent the highest ideals of  scholarship, teaching, and service to the entire 
profession.”

FRIDAY, 11:45 AM - 1:15 PM� RIVERFRONT BALLROOM
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GRADUATE STUDENT EVENTS 
Cover Letter, CV & Job Document Workshop

Himanshi Arora is PhD student at the University of  New Mexico 
where she has assisted teaching Spanish courses since 2021. In 2022 
she graduated with an M.A. in Hispanic Literature from UNM.  
Previously, she worked for 3.5 years at the Embassy of  Mexico 

located in New Delhi, India as  Spanish, English, Hindi, Punjabi Translator and 
Immigration Assistant. She is fluent in Hindi, English, and  Spanish, and has 
limited working proficiency in Punjabi.

Jill Dahlman is an Assistant Professor of  English with California 
Northstate University College of  Health Sciences. Dahlman is a 
writing specialist whose primary area of  research is student self-
efficacy in the first-year composition classroom. She has interests in 

pedagogy, service-learning, and rhetoric of  the Cold War era, including protest 
songs, comic books, and Star Trek. She is the series’ senior editor for Beyond the 
Frontier: Innovations in First-Year Composition.

Erik Juergensmeyer, a professor for English at Fort Lewis College. 
Erik’s writing courses focus on how rhetoric and writing can 
improve communication for the public good. His interests include 
argumentation, community-based learning and research, and conflict 

resolution. Erik is also coordinator of  the Peace and Conflict Studies minor. 

Gloria E. Poveda is a scholar of  Chicana/o Studies. She earned her 
BA from the University of  California, Davis and her MA from UC 
Santa Barbara with an emphasis in Black Studies. Her Ph.D. is from the 
School of  Education at the University of  Michigan, Ann Arbor. Her 

focus areas are Foundations, Administration, Research, and Policy. Her research is 
part of  a humanities-social science cluster grounded in leadership and innovation, 
emphasizing Service-learning. 

Shelli Rottschafer is a scholar of  Latin American Contemporary 
Literature. She earned her PhD from the University of  New Mexico. 
In addition to her experience teaching Spanish, she holds an MFA 
in Creative Writing with a concentration in poetry from Western 

Colorado University. 

Graduate Student Events

THURSDAY, 3:30 - 5:00 PM	�  WILLOW B
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WOMEN IN THE PROFESSION 
FEATURE WORKSHOP

FRIDAY, 10:15 - 11:45 AM	�  CORBIN 

“Testimonios of  Care: Feminist Latina/x and Chi-
cana/x Perspectives on Caregiving Praxis.”

Natalia Deeb-Sossa was born in Colombia (homeland of  the 
Muisca people) and came to the U.S. as a political refugee to escape 
violence fueled by the drug trade. She is a Professor in Chicana/o/x 
Studies at the UC Davis and co-chair of  the UC Ethnic Studies Faculty 
Council. Deeb-Sossa has published four books with the University 
of  Arizona Press. Her 2013 book Doing Good explores how intersectionality shapes 
moral identity among healthcare workers. In 2019, she edited Community-Based 
Participatory Research, highlighting the complexities of  activist scholarship in Chicanx 
communities. She co-edited Latinx Belonging in 2022, emphasizing Latinx agency 
and community participation. Her latest book, Testimonios of  Care (2024), explores 
caregiving experiences.

Yvette G. Flores, Distinguished Professor Emerita, earned her 
doctorate in clinical psychology from UC Berkeley. She completed pre- 
and postdoctoral work at UCSF, focusing on clinical trials with diverse 
populations dealing with addiction. From 1989 to 2024, she taught in 
the Chicana/o Studies Department at UC Davis. Her research spans 
binational studies on intimate partner violence and depression among Mexicans, 
dementia in Latine elders, obesity in Mexican-origin children, and barriers faced by 
Latinas in STEM. She also studied the psychological effects of  migration and family 
separation on Mexican farmworkers in Central California. Dr. Flores has authored or 
co-authored seven books and over 80 articles.

Angie Chabram, Professor Emerita at UC Davis, explores cultural 
expressions of  underserved U.S. communities. She has focused on 
Spanish as a tool for building community and sharing knowledge within 
her own family and embraced Chicana/o cultural studies, expanding her 
work to include transnational, hemispheric, and global perspectives. She 
taught Chicana/o literature and led key editorial projects such as The Chicana/o Cultural 
Studies Reader and The Chicana/o Cultural Studies Forum, advancing feminist Chicana/o/x 
cultural studies. She co-edited volumes Speaking from the Body and Testimonios of  Care, 
works that explore health, care, and embodiment from diverse perspectives. 
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BEYOND THE FRONTIER 
FEATURE WORKSHOP

Mike Palmquist, Colorado State University 
“Using Writing Across the Curriculum 

to Foster Learning and Critical Thinking”

This workshop will explore the ways in which writing 
across the curriculum activities (WAC) – writing to 

learn, writing to engage, and writing to communicate — 
can support active teaching and learning in courses across 
the disciplines. Building on the observation that writing and 
speaking are among the most effective ways of  engaging 
students in critical engagement with course content and 
disciplinary practices — in particular, through the added 
cognitive processing required to transform knowledge into 
writing or speaking — this workshop will help participants consider the role 
WAC can play in engaging students more deeply in their courses. Participants 
can expect to leave the workshop with an understanding of  key approaches 
to WAC, the role these approaches can play in supporting active teaching 
and learning, and the role they can play in supporting the development of  
learners’ critical thinking skills. 

FRIDAY, 5:00 - 6:30 PM	�  WILLOW B
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Spanish Writer’s Forum  
Feature Presentation in Spanish 

FRIDAY, 5:00 - 6:30 PM � GRANT
FOLLOWED BY RECEPTION

Conxita Domènech
University of  Wyoming

“MLA en acción: Del formato  
a la escritura con estilo”

En esta presentación se explorará el formato MLA en español, con 
especial atención a la creación de citas parentéticas, la elaboración 

del listado de obras citadas y las normas específicas del idioma. A 
través de ejemplos claros y actualizados, se mostrará cómo el formato 
MLA puede convertirse en una herramienta esencial para escribir con 
precisión, claridad y estilo. 

Conxita Domènech (Ph.D. in Spanish Literature, University of Colorado Boulder) 
is a Professor of Iberian Cultures and Literatures at the University of Wyoming, 
where she teaches and researches Early Modern Spanish Literature and Peninsular 
Cinema. She also serves as the Managing Editor of Hispania, the scholarly journal 
of the American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese (AATSP). 
Professor Domènech has published ten books and around fifty scholarly book 
chapters and articles in peer-reviewed journals, and is currently co-editing the 
MLA Style Manual for Spanish, which was published in Spring 2025.
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Women in French 
Keynote Speaker

FRIDAY, 5:00 - 6:30 PM � SKYLINE B
FOLLOWED BY RECEPTION

Marijn S. Kaplan 
University of  North Texas, 

Professor Emeritus
“Editing Women: 

From Silence to Voice”

This keynote will focus on the theme of editing women’s voices. Dr. 
Kaplan will discuss changing directions in scholarship on French 

women writers, navigating challenges and opportunities during her 
recent tenure as editor of Women in French Studies, and the impact of 
both on her own scholarship. 

Marijn S. Kaplan is a professor emerita of French and former department chair 
of World Languages, Literatures, and Cultures at the University of North Texas in 
Denton, Texas. She has published extensively on early modern European women 
writers such as Frances Brooke, Sophie Cottin, and Françoise de Graffigny, and 
continues her scholarship on the French woman writer Marie Jeanne Riccoboni 
(1713-1792), which has extended across her career from her PhD dissertation 
through her 2020 monograph Marie Jeanne Riccoboni’s Epistolary Feminism: 
Fact, Fiction, and Voice (Routledge) and beyond. She served as editor-in-chief of 
Women in French Studies from 2020 through 2024.”
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Nicholas Valley, California Northstate University
Designing Assignment Stews: Recipes  

w/a Pinch/Dash/Dollop (Dalek?) of  AI

As has been decreed upon the highest levels by those who are all-
knowing: “AI is here, get used to it.” While we slowly give up our 

humanity and mutate into more efficient beings with really cool armor, 
it would likely behoove us to design assignments that address the 
existence of generative AI (ChatGPT, et al.). Bring an assignment you 
wish to redesign or the concept of an assignment you wish to develop 
in a fashion that will help improve it by incorporating generative 
AI that suits your tastes. Together, we will identify the assignment 
request being made, the environment students are in when it takes 
place, the audience the work is intended, the purpose you have for the 
assignment, and the format and structure desired. Knowledge in hand, 
we will move forward to design aspects that will future-proof/adjacent 
your assignment while maintaining or even enhancing its educational 
objectives.

Nicholas Valley is an Associate Professor of Chemistry and co-director of the 
writing center at California Northstate University’s College of Health Sciences. 
He earned his B.S. in Chemistry at the University of Notre Dame and his Ph.D. 
in Chemistry at Northwestern University where his research focused on methods 
in computational chemistry. While teaching chemistry courses,  has been inspired 
by fellow faculty with backgrounds in Service-Learning and English to create 
authentic assignments that amalgamate science, writing, communication, and 
humanity. He pulls from his love of science fiction and fantasy novels to inspire an 
undying passion for learning in his students.

AI Workshop

SATURDAY, 8:30 - 10:00 AM � WILLOW B



 FALL 2025 CONVENTION   Spokane, Washington	

80

The Rocky Mountain Review
and

The Rocky Mountain E-Review
Editorial Staff  of  The Rocky Mountain Review: 

José I. Suárez, Editor  
Joy Landeira, Managing Editor  
Mollie Hand, Production Editor

Editorial Board Members By Interest Area 

American and All English Non-UK, 
Pre-1865
Doreen Alvarez Saar 
Department of  English,  
Drexel University 

American and All English Non-UK, 
Post-1865 and Linguistics
Alan Blackstock 
Department of  English,  
Utah State University 

Asian Studies
Christopher Lupke 
Department of  East Asian Studies, 
University of  Alberta 

British Studies and Science Fiction
Michael Pringle 
Gonzaga University 

Composition, Graphic Novels, Technical  
Writing, Pedagogy, and Service Learning
Jill Dahlman 
Department of  English
California Northstate University,  
College of  Health Sciences

French, Francophone, Comparative 
Literature Studies
E. Nicole Meyer
Department of  English & World Languages
Augusta University 

Germanic Studies
Katrin Schröter 
Department of  Languages, Cultures, 
and Literatures 
University of  New Mexico 

Latin American  
& Luso-Brazilian Studies
Kátia da Costa Bezerra 
Department of  Spanish and  
Portuguese, University of  Arizona 

Spanish, Ibero-American Studies
Conxita Domènech 
Department of  Modern and Classical 
Languages, University of  Wyoming

Editorial Board
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ARTICLES

Submission: Manuscripts should be 
submitted ELECTRONICALLY as an 
attachment in Microsoft WORD (.doc 
or .docx, NOT .pdf) to Joy Landeira, 
Managing Editor, The Rocky Mountain 
Review, with backup copy to Mollie 
Hand, Assistant to the Editor, at the 
following address:

rmmla@uwyo.edu
Please include your name and phone 
number in the e-mail. Authors of  articles 
for The Rocky Mountain Review must be 
members of  RMMLA at the time of  
submission. The author’s name should 
appear only on the cover letter, not on 
the copies. The following statement 
should be included in the cover letter: 
“I confirm that this manuscript is not 
currently being considered by another 
publisher, nor has it been published 
elsewhere, under this, or another title.” 
Please allow three to four months for a 
decision on publication.

Format: The journal’s print version and 
electronic versions publish articles in 
English and all languages of  editorial 
expertise in the RMMLA. Authors 
should write in their language of  greatest 
proficiency.
•	 A length of  15 to 25 double-spaced 

pages, excluding Endnotes and 
Works Cited sections (minimum 5000 
words).

•	 Follow MLA-style guidelines as 
detailed in MLA Style Manual and 
Guide to Scholarly Publishing, 9th 
Edition. New York: Modern Language 
Association, 2021.

•	 Footnotes are unacceptable. Endnotes 
are to be inserted mechanically, not 
created within the program, and 
precede the Works Cited section.

Abstract: An informative and 
comprehensive abstract of  50 to 100 
words must accompany the manuscript 
when first submitted. No identifying 
information may be included on the 
abstract page.

Documentation: Writers are responsible 
for checking the accuracy of  references 
and for ensuring that complete 
information is provided in the Works 
Cited section for sources referenced in 
the text.

Figures and Images: It is the author’s 
responsibility to seek and to obtain 
written permission from the copyright 
holder to reproduce any visual or 
other materials accompanying the 
manuscript.

Review Process: All articles submitted 
for consideration, whether they appear 
in the print or Web version of  The Rocky 
Mountain Review, undergo a scholarly 
review process. Details about the review 
process and a list of  members of  the 

Submission of  Articles & Book Reviews for  
The Rocky Mountain Review and/or The E-Review

Journal Submission Guidelines
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Editorial Board are included on the 
www.rmmla.org website. Manuscripts 
will not be returned to authors.

Acceptance and Publication: Once a 
submission is accepted for publication, 
its author provides the following to the 
Editor by e-mail to: jlandeir@uwyo.edu.

•	 a clean, fully revised version of  the 
article with mechanical endnotes and 
list of  works cited

•	 a short abstract 
•	 a biographical note of  approximately 

50 words

The article is then copy-edited and 
prepared for publication. The print 
journal is published semi-annually, 
in the spring and fall semesters, and 
mailed to those who have opted to 
pay a supplemental print mailing fee. 
Submissions are accepted on a rolling 
basis and are published in the order 
that they are accepted, as space allows. 
Editors bear the final responsibility 
for the journal, and reserve the right 
to refuse an article that is excessively 
tardy or otherwise unsuitable. 
Manuscripts receiving a “revise and 
resubmit” recommendation will be 
kept on file for two years. Following 
publication in the print version of  The 
Rocky Mountain Review, authors will 
receive three complimentary copies 
of  the journal issue featuring their 
article.

BOOK/MEDIA REVIEWS:

Submission: Reviews should be 
submitted ELECTRONICALLY as a 
Word document (.doc or .docx, NOT 
.pdf) to Joy Landeira, Managing Editor, 
jlandeir@uwyo.edu. Please include your 
name and phone number in the e-mail. 
RMMLA membership is required to serve 
as a book/media reviewer for the journal. 
Reviews should be submitted within three 
months of book receipt. All corrections and 
revisions must be completed by August 
31st for the fall issue and December 31st 
for the spring issue. Editors bear the 
final responsibility for the journal, and 
reserve the right to refuse a review that is 
excessively tardy or otherwise unsuitable.

Format: Reviews should be two to four 
manuscript pages in length, approximately 
800 words, double-spaced, and conform 
to the latest MLA style. Footnotes are not 
allowed; endnotes and lengthy quotations 
should be avoided.

Publishing: Reviews are printed in 
alphabetical order, according to the name 
of  the author of  the work reviewed. The 
Rocky Mountain Review is indexed in 
these scholarly indexes:
•	 Project MUSE
•	 JSTOR
The electronic version of  Rocky 
Mountain Review and information for 
membership in the RMMLA is available 
at www.rmmla.org.
These guidelines are in effect beginning 
January 1, 2025

Journal Submission Guidelines
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RMMLA-Huntington Library  
Research/Residency Grant

In conjunction with the Huntington Library in San Marino, California, the  
RMMLA offers a $3000 stipend to support one month of  residency and re-
search at the Library. All current members of  the RMMLA are eligible for the  
RMMLA-Huntington Library Research Grant, and we especially encourage grad-
uate students and junior faculty to apply.

The Huntington Library has a rich collection of  rare books and manuscripts 
principally in the fields of  British and American history and 
literatre. Other research strengths include 15th-century books, 
history of  science, and maritime history.

For the general public, the library has on display some of  
the finest rare books and manuscripts of  the Anglo-American 
civilization. Among the treasures on exhibition are the Elles-
mere manuscript of  Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, a copy of  the 
Gutenberg Bible on vellum, the double-elephant folio edition 

of  Audubon’s Birds of America, and an unsurpassed collection of  the early editions 
of  Shakespeare’s works.

For qualified scholars, the Huntington is one of  the largest and most complete 
research libraries in the United States in its fields of  specialization. Altogether 
there are about five million items available for research. For more information on 
the Huntington, visit their website at www.huntington.org.

The application deadline for the RMMLA-Huntington Library Research Grant 
is March 1 (postmark deadline) to the RMMLA Secretariat. Criteria for selection 
include value of the project, appropriateness of the research to material available at the 
Huntington, promise and experience of the researcher, and proposed use of and dissem-
ination of the project results.

To apply, please send BY EMAIL (jlandeir@uwyo.edu) an application packet 
including:

•	 A current curriculum vitae (maximum 2 pages);
•	 A description of  the proposed project indicating which Huntington mate-

rials will be used and the approximate dates of  the research residency; and
•	 A cover letter in which the applicant states that, if  chosen as the recipient, 

s/he (a) will use all funds for the purpose of  research; (b) will serve on the 
selection committee for the following year’s competition; and (c) will sub-
mit a 2-3 page final report within six months of  the project’s completion.

The winner of  the award is announced by March 1.

RMMLA Huntington Library Research Grant
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RMMLA AWARDS WINNERS
2024 Charles Davis Award for best graduate student convention presentation: 

Olivia Ozmun, Weber State University
2024 Huntington Library Research Grant: 
	 Jennifer Topale, Kutztown University
2025 Michael Delahoyde Award for distinguished contributions in editing: 

Rocky Mountain Review of  Language and Literature Guest Editors, Issue 79.2: 
	 Katia Bezerra, University of  Arizona 

Jill Dahlman, California Northstate University 
E. Nicole Meyer, Augusta University 
Doreen Alvarez Saar, Drexel University

2025 RMMLA Graduate Student Convention Travel Grant: 
	 Annika Armstrong, University of  Denver
2025 Neila and Candadai Seshachari Faculty Convention Travel Grant:
	 Eduardo Caro Melendez, Camelback Montessori College Preparatory

Apply for 2026 RMMLA Grants & Awards
Visit www.rmmla.org for details.
•	 NEW award for 2026: Rita Dahlman Award for best presentation at 

convention in Writing Studies  ($250; deadline January 1)
•	 Research Travel Grants for Faculty and Graduate (ABD) Students  

($500 each; deadline March 1)
•	 Neila and Candadai Seshachari Faculty Convention Travel Grant  

($250; deadline June 1)
•	 Two RMMLA Graduate Student Convention Travel Grants  

($250 each; deadline June 1)
•	 RMMLA-Huntington Library Research/Residency Grant  

($3000; deadline March 1)
•	 Charles Davis Award for Best Student Convention Presentation  

($250; deadline for nominations November 1 and for applications February 1).
•	 Michael Delahoyde Award for Distinguished Contributions in Editing. ($250; 

deadline March 1)
•	 Joan Grenier-Winther Award for Best Conference Presentation in French Studies. 

(Session Chairs of  French sessions submit nominations by November 1 and 
applications are due January 1.)

•	 José I. Suárez Award for Best Student Convention Presentation (non-English) 
($250; deadline for nominations November 1 and for applications February 1).

RMMLA Grants and Awards
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Important Deadlines and Duties for Session Chairs
November 1 •	 Finalize session chair for listing in online Call for Papers

•	 Session chairs must renew RMMLA dues for 2026
•	 Postmark Deadline for Special Topic Session (STS) proposals

November 
30

•	 Members requesting STS are notified of  Board decisions
•	 Call for Papers is posted to RMMLA website.

November 
through 
the end of  
February

•	 Chairs review/solicit proposals, then choose 4 papers.
•	 Chairs may present in own session, but urged to present in another.
•	 No more than 2 presenters from same institution in same session, 

unless chair is from the local host institution or has RMMLA 
approval.

•	 NO ONE MAY PRESENT MORE THAN ONE PAPER
March 1 •	 Deadline for paper proposals to session chairs.

•	 Deadline for members to submit pre-arranged STS proposals.
•	 Deadline for all waiver requests

March 15 •	 Chairs send acceptance or rejection letters/emails to applicants.
•	 Chairs notify Secretariat of  sessions with low/no submissions.
•	 Chairs notify presenters of  April 1 deadline for payment.

April 1 •	 All convention participants must be current in 2026 dues.

Mid-April •	 Preliminary convention information is posted to www.rmmla.org
May 1 •	 Deadline for chairs to submit their program information:  

Presenters’ names, institutions, and paper titles. NOTE:  
Presenter must be current in 2026 dues for paper to be accepted.

•	 Deadline for scheduling requests.
•	 Preliminary convention program posted to www.rmmla.org by late spring

August 1 •	 Deadline for chairs and/or presenters to submit edits to  
convention program (presenter name, institution, paper title, etc.)

Prior to  
Session

•	 Review “Moderate Session & Access Guidelines” and remind 
presenters of  paper length.

•	 Obtain short biography from presenters to use when introducing
•	 Send presenters courtesy reminders about convention and registration

At  
Convention

•	 Introduce the topic and speakers
•	 Give each presenter equal time within the 90 min. session. Use 5 

min. & 2 min. cards and ask presenters to stop if  time exceeded. 
•	 Moderate Q & A at end of  session.
•	 Hold election for new Chair for following year. (regular sessions 

only; STS need to be requested anew each year).
•	 Submit Chair Report by email to jlandeir@uwyo.edu by  

November 1
•	 Remind new chair that dues must be paid by November 1

Session Chair Deadlines and Duties
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ADVANCE NOTICE 
2026 RMMLA CONVENTION
79th Annual Convention of  the Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association  

October 9-11, 2026
Ogden, Utah

To Organize SPECIAL TOPIC SESSIONS (STS)
IF you want to organize a session for the 2026 RMMLA convention and have it 
included in the Call for Papers (CFP), you must submit a request this year for a STS 
to jlandeir@uwyo.edu by November 1, 2026. Members will then have until March 
1, 2026 to submit proposals for your consideration, so be sure that your contact 
information is listed correctly.

IF you want to form a session yourself  and find your own presenters, you need to 
submit a request for a “Pre-formed” STS to jlandeir@uwyo.edu by March 1, 2026.

The RMMLA Call for Papers (CFP) for the 2026 convention is accessible 
worldwide and will be posted at www.rmmla.org by December 2026 Presenters email 
paper proposals for Ongoing Permanent Sessions and for Special Topical Proposals, 
BUT a scholar may only present in one session. If  accepted into more than one 
session, choose one and withdraw from the other.

DEADLINES

November 1, 2025:
Deadline for Payment of  2026 Membership dues for ALL Session Chairs.
Members submit proposals for Special Topic Sessions for inclusion in the Call for 
Papers for the 2026 Convention.

March 1, 2026:
Deadline to submit paper proposals to Session Chairs.
Deadline for requesting Pre-formed STS.

March 15, 2026:
Deadline for Session Chairs to inform Presenters of  acceptance of  proposals.

April 1, 2026: 
Deadline for Payment of  2026 Membership dues for all Session Presenters

*SAVE THIS PAGE TO PLAN FOR 2026*

2026 Convention Deadlines



ROCKY MOUNTAIN MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION

91

CONVENTION FLOOR PLAN
Centennial by Davenport Floor Plan | Lower Level Floor 1
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CONVENTION FLOOR PLAN
Centennial by Davenport Floor Plan | Loby Level Floor 2
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CONVENTION FLOOR PLAN
Convention Floor Plan | Skyline Ballrooms, Floor 12 West Tower
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NOTES


